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Celebrating Kwanzaa 



With the help of Jaku Konbit academy students in Ottawa, Ken Campbell lights Kinara candles on a table decorated with the symbols of Kwanzaa. Each of the candles represents one of the Seven Princi¬ 
ples of Kwanzaa. A new candle is lit for each day of the weeklong celebration from Dec. 26 to Jan. l. Scholar and social activist Ron Karenga created Kwanzaa in 1966 as the first African-American holiday. 
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Live Commercial 
.. Grade Lobsters 

4.991 b 

Live Jumbo 
Lobsters 

Live #1 Quality 
Marketsize Lobsters 

Frozen Cooked 
Lobster Meat \ 

Claw & Knuckle 
14.99/11.3 0Z tin 

WE ARE OPEN FROM 
, 9AM-5PM TODAY! Vm 

4.491b 

5.991b 

1 

Check out PAGE 6 for other 

Ja 1 - "-(XT' 

\ (61b+) 

V (2 Claw) 

(1-4lb Avg) 

(2 Claw) 

Broken Meat 

13.99/11.3oz tin 

great food ideas for your 

New Year’s Eve Party and 
our Holiday Hours! 


Fisherman's' Market6()7 > Bedford Hwy. 443-3474 „H0URS: Mon. ^Sat. 9am-6{)m, Sun. 11 am-6pm Gift Certificater& Party Trays Available 
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OLYMPUS FE-20 

8.0 MEGA PIXELS 
3x OPTICAL ZOOM 
DIGITAL CAMERA 


SELECTED GAMES 

Excludes Video Games 


HERE* NOW 


OLYMPUS 

2GB XD PICTURE 
CARD 


SELECTED CHRISTMAS 
CHOCOLATE 


SELECTED 
CHRISTMAS CANDY 


SELECTED CONAIR 
PRODUCTS 

Selection may vary by store 


SELECTED 
FRAGRANCE 
GIFT SETS 

Selection may vary by store 


SELECTED 

FRAGRANCES 


While Quantities Last. 
No Rainchecks. 


COSMETIC BRUSHES 
Selected Types 


Natural Source 




vriucftr 


EIGHT Days of Savings, Friday, December 26, 2008 to Friday, January 2, 2009 


RECEIVE 

lOx 

THE SHOPPERS 
OPTIMUM 


Friday, 

December 26 th 
is Seniors’ Day 

Seniors save I 


20 % 


W SENIORS RECEIVE 
A FREE $10 

SHOPPERS DRUG MART 
COUPON 

WITH A PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE^. 


UP TO 


75 % of 


m 


Uatufat Fit 




HUGGIES 

MAINLINE (40 s - 72’s), SUPREME 
(34’s - 66’s), SNUG & DRY (84’s) or 

PAMPERS 

MEGA (28’s - 84’s) DIAPERS 
Selected Types 


13 9 

each 


CONA® 


s 

DRUG MART 


*Our Regular Price. tDiscounts apply to our regular prices on all merchandise purchased by seniors and their accompanying family members with a valid Shoppers Optimum Card®. Excludes sale items, prescription purchases, insulin, products with codeine, tobacco products (where 
applicable), newspapers, stamps, lottery tickets, event tickets, Life Experiences, transit tickets and passes, electronic gift cards and prepaid phone cards. Discounts may not exceed $50. Offer valid Friday, December 26,2008. See store for details. ttWhile quantities last. Offer 
valid on the purchase total of eligible products after discounts and redemptions and before taxes. Excludes prescription purchases, products with codeine, tobacco products (where applicable), stamps, lottery tickets, event tickets, transit tickets and passes, electronic gift cards, 
Life Experiences® packages, prepaid phone cards and Shoppers Home Health Care locations. We reserve the right to substitute an item of equivalent value. Not to be used in conjunction with any other Shoppers Drug Mart promotions or offers. Offer valid Friday, December 26,2008 
only. Coupon will be accepted until January 26,2009. See cashier for details. @911979 Alberta Ltd. **Points are issued according to the net pretax purchase total of eligible products after redemptions and discounts and before taxes using a valid Shoppers Optimum Card® from Friday, 
December 26,2008 until Friday, January 2,2009. Excludes prescription purchases, any Shoppers Optimum Bonus Points® offered on individual products, products that contain codeine, tobacco products (where applicable), lottery tickets, stamps, transit tickets and passes, event tickets, 
electronic gift cards, prepaid phone cards, Life Experiences® packages and Shoppers Home Health Care locations. Offer applies to photofinishing services that are picked up and paid for between Friday, December 26,2008 and Friday, January 2,2009. Not to be used in conjunction with 
any other Shoppers Optimum Points® promotions or offers. The additional points will be added to your account by January 12,2009. ***Eligible Shoppers Drug Mart Gift Cards must be purchased on or before December 25,2008. Entire face value of Gift Card must be redeemed to receive 
points. Excludes raincheck vouchers, Shoppers Drug Mart Coupons, Seniors Day Coupons, Beauty Gift certificates and vouchers. See cashier for details. ® 911979 Alberta Ltd. 
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499 

r each 


500 mg 


mul tivitamins and MINERALS 

WITH LUTEIN 


BOXING WEEK SALE \ 


on your 

ENTIRE PURCHASE * 

when you redeem the full 
amount of any 

Shoppers Drug Mart 0 
Gift Card:** 


Up to 


SELECTED 
CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS, 
WRAP or 
ACCESSORIES 


SELECTED 
COSMETIC KITS 


099 

L-ri each 


SELECTED 2009 
WALL CALENDARS 


&GUY 


HAIR DRYER & STRAIGHTENER 
or HAIR DRYER & CURLING IRON 
GIFT SETS 


GIFT CARD 
BONUS WEEK! 

DECEMBER 26 
- JANUARY 2 


*■ 




SELECTED 
PICTURE FRAMES 
& ALBUMS 
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Feb. 4 ,2008 

After the parking garage at Peninsula Place at Inglis and Barrington streets flooded, some residents parked at a nearby Tim Hortons. Building residents had 
been given the go ahead by the donut shop only to find out the next day that Tim's had complained and the city came and ticketed the cars, metro Halifax 
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The quads are bom - Jan. 24,2008 

Christa MacKinnon and her husband Joseph MacKinnon speak to the media fol¬ 
lowing the birth of their children. Christa gave birth to the quads — Julia, Morah, 
Alexander and Benjamin — at 29 weeks 1 gestation by C-section. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Events that shaped Halifax in '08 

A snapshot look at everything from Alexa’s retirement to Zoom’s cancelled flights 



January 

8th - Home remembered 
for smile 

Murder victim Jennifer 
Horne’s mother wept loud¬ 
ly and uncontrollably dur¬ 
ing the slideshow depict¬ 
ing highlights of the 20- 
year-old’s life at her funer¬ 
al that morning. 

More than 500 mourners 
filled two rooms and stood 
in the entrance to Atlantic 
Funeral Home on Main 
Street, many of them 
struggling to maintain 
their composure during 
the emotional, hour-long 
ceremony. 

Desmond Maguire, 37, 
and his pregnant girlfriend 
Ashley Haley, 20, were 
charged with first-degree 
murder after Horne’s body 
was found in their base¬ 
ment apartment on 
Lawrence Street in Dart¬ 
mouth. They’re still await¬ 
ing trial. 

24th - Quadraplets bom 

in Halifax 

A hole-in-one on a par¬ 
s’: quadruplets’ father. The 
recent birth in Halifax of 
quadruplets — identical 
twin girls and identical 
twin boys — was way more 
than a long shot. 

“It was described as be¬ 
ing a hole-in-one on a par- 
5, in a thunderstorm, 
while getting hit by light¬ 
ning three times as they 
draw your 6-49 numbers,” 
Joseph MacKinnon, the ba¬ 
bies’ father, said shortly af¬ 
ter 

Indeed, the chance that 
both embryos would im¬ 
plant successfully, and 
then each divide, is about 
one in 70 million, he said. 

Christa MacKinnon gave 
birth to the quads — Julia, 
Morah, Alexander and Ben¬ 
jamin — at 29 weeks’ ges¬ 
tation by C-section Jan. 24, 
2008 
February 

11th - In with the new(s) 

The Daily News, serving 


Halifax since 1974, shuts 
down. Metro Halifax 
launches Feb. 14. 

15th - Boudreau murder 

Bridgewater police an¬ 
nounced Karissa Boudreau, 
age 12, who had been miss¬ 
ing since Jan. 27, was mur¬ 
dered. Her mother, Penny 
Boudreau, was later 
charged in her daughter’s 
death. 

March 

14th - Blast kills one 

An explosion at the 


O’Regans Kia body shop in 
Dartmouth was caused by 
flammable vapours. Kyle 
Hickey, 22, died the next 
morning as a result of in¬ 
juries sustained in the 
blast. 

April 

3rd - Prisoner escapes 
from custody 

Jermaine Carvery, 30, es¬ 
caped from custody while 
being transported from the 
Burnside jail to the Victo¬ 
ria General hospital for day 


surgery. But he never made 
it inside. Although he was 
in handcuffs and leg shack¬ 
les, he got out of the leg 
irons and outran two cor¬ 
rectional officers in the ad¬ 
jacent construction site. 
He remained on the lam 
until June. 

May 

8th - School lunch pro¬ 
grams to be free 

The education minister 
announced there is a such 
thing as a free lunch — she 


banned lunch fees for par¬ 
ents of students who ei¬ 
ther walk or bus to school. 

Minister Karen Casey 
said she’d give the Halifax 
Regional School Board a 
year to figure out how to 
do it. 

The Education Depart¬ 
ment has no plans to help 
the Halifax regional school 
board — currently the only 
board in the province that 
charges parents for lunch 
supervision — pay for it, a 


spokesman said. 

26th - Questions follow 
murder-suicide 

Police confirmed that 75- 
year-old Roberta Jollimore 
was the victim of a mur¬ 
der-suicide by her son, 
Greg Jollimore, 52. The 
two were found dead in 
the Willow Street home 
they shared. Roberta Jol¬ 
limore reportedly had 
Parkinson’s disease, and 
her son had been caring 
for her. continued on page 4 



BOXING 
WEEK SPECIAL 

Time to get healthy, 
sexy and strong! 


NO Money Down! NO Enrolment! 

HURRY Cf SAVE goodlifefitness. com 

JOSEPH HOWE DRIVE SUPERSTORE WOMEN'S CLUB 902-453-7724 

*Based on the purchase of a 1 year PAP membership during your first club visit. Regular membership fee varies based on club and membership option 
chosen. Offer available on select memberships only. No additional fees are required above the regular membership fee. Payments will commence based 
on your start date. One club price only. Offer valid at participating clubs only. Limited time offer. Other restrictions apply, see club for details. 
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4 local 


July 13 , 2008 

Rumours of an estimated $850 million in Crown share adjustment payments to the province were confirmed. Premier Rodney MacDonald and Nova Scotia MP 
Peter MacKay announced the long-awaited Crown share panel results on the Halifax waterfront to cheers and standing ovations, metro Halifax 


From a high note, to 'new low’ 


June 

3rd - Alexa to retire 

While friends and family 
members welled up with 
tears, Alexa McDonough 
remained composed as she 
announced the end of her 
29-year political career. 

She told a packed ban¬ 
quet hall at Halifax’s Lord 
Nelson Hotel she intends 
to leave Ottawa come the 
next federal election. 

“I feel very strongly that 
it is the right thing to do 
and this is the right time to 
do it,” the NDP MP for Hali¬ 
fax told more than 100 me¬ 
dia, politicians, family and 
friends. 

4th - Torture nets teen 15 
months 

The third teenage girl 
convicted of the brutal 
beating of a woman be¬ 
hind a Dartmouth school 
was handed a 15-month 
sentence. 

Describing her role in 
the two-hour torture of 
Kathie-Lee Bennet on Sept. 
20 as “unforgivable,” she 
vowed it would never hap¬ 
pen again. Bennet was 
punched and burned with 
cigarettes. She was left 
with deep bruises and a 
fractured eye socket. The 
girl admitted she was pres¬ 
ent during the entire at¬ 
tack and that she kicked 
Bennet once. 

10th - Capt. John Snyder 

Metro Halifax spoke ex¬ 
clusively with Anne Sny¬ 
der, mom of Capt. 
Jonathan Snyder, who died 
after falling down a deep 
well on night patrol in 
Kandahar. 

He told her when his 




NDP MP Alexa McDonough receives flowers from her granddaughter Abbie Jean, 6, after announcing she would not be running in the next federal election. 


number’s up, his number’s 
up, she remembered. 

“But to think,” she said, 
her voice trembling, “a 
well?” 

16th - Fire evacuees 

Thousands of evacuees 
head home. 

A massive brush fire 
forced around 5,000 peo¬ 
ple to evacuate homes in 
the Cole Harbour area. 
Two homes were de¬ 
stroyed. 

17th - Courthouse tears, 
jeers 

Dozens of angry Bridge- 
water residents crowded 
outside the town’s court¬ 
house, shouting and swear¬ 
ing at Penny Boudreau as 
police escorted her into a 
waiting cruiser. 

“Murderer! Killer!” 
echoed through the river¬ 
side community’s peaceful 
streets. 

“You deserve what you 
did to your daughter,” one 
woman yelled while 
Boudreau covered her face 
and hurried from the exit 
to the car. 

About 100 people packed 
the Bridgewater provincial 
courtroom where the 33- 
year-old made her first ap¬ 
pearance on charges of 


first-degree murder in the 
death of her 12-year-old 
daughter, Karissa 

Boudreau. 

July 

8th - ‘A whole new low* 

Chebucto Road residents 
woke up to chainsaws at 
the crack of dawn as police 
and a construction crew 
swooped in at 5:30 a.m. to 
avoid confrontation. 

By 7:30 a.m., workers 
had cut down the remain¬ 
ing six trees in the path of 
the city’s controversial 
road-widening project. 

“They sneak in like 
thieves in the night,” said 
Carolyn King, a resident of 
Chebucto Road. “It’s outra¬ 
geous. That’s just about as 
low as they can possibly 
go. Everything about this 
has been pretty damn low, 
but this takes it all to a 
whole new low.” 

The city told residents 
construction would take 
place between 7 a.m. and 
sunset, but decided to start 
work even earlier after a 
protest the week before. 

More than 40 police offi¬ 
cers, at times double the 
number of by-standers, 
showed up to the construc¬ 
tion area. 


15th - Flight attendants 
rally against cuts 

Nearly 200 Air Canada 
flight attendants to be laid 
off in November, when the 
Halifax flight base was due 
to close, held a rally to 
protest the decision. 

“Air Canada, what you’re 
doing is wrong and it lacks 
fundamentally good busi¬ 
ness sense,” said Lisa Vi¬ 
vian Anthony, a union rep¬ 
resentative. 

Air Canada closed flight 
attendant bases in Halifax 
and Winnipeg as part of its 
plan to lay off 2,000 posi¬ 
tions. 

30th - Protesters make 
stand against racial profil¬ 
ing 

Nathaniel Fells and 
William Drummond filed 
complaints with the Hali¬ 
fax Regional Police stating 
some of the department’s 
officers assaulted them 
and called them the n- 
word on the night of Jun. 
22 in downtown Digby. 

Police eventually 

charged Drummond and 
three-year Halifax Regional 
Police officer Adam Stew¬ 
art Whynott with causing 
a disturbance in relation to 

the fight. CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 



Halifax Regional Police officers arrest Gordon Olsen, who was 
protesting against treecutting along Chebucto Roa on July 7 for 
the controversial road widening project. 

























OBUFRflME *$681 be™ '$g®@ I bunkbed $ 162 


MATTRESS 

MADNESS!! 



| DOUBLE 
SOFAH 



4 PIECE SUITE 

Includes: Dresser, Mirror 
Queen HB, 



MATTRESSES 


Sp ringw all 

Plush EuroTop 


Single Promo 

Matts from .$56 M Twin $ 348 Set 

. $9 9 | D ° uble $428Set 

Queen Promo I Queen $ 468 Set 

Matts from . $139B King $568 Set 


EUROPEAN MEMORY p| US || Pj||0WT0|l 

FOAM MATTRESSES MaUSCtS 
& PILLOWS 


Twin $ 268 Set 
Double $ 328 Set 
Queen $ 368 Set 
King $ 538 Set 


Posturepet/ 


° 8 <# 


Twin $ 468 Set 
Double $ 568 Set 
Queen $ 668 Set 
King $ 948 Set 


Serta 


BedroomDEPOT 






we bsiss d ' s “We’re Great in Beds!!” 

^ASfSIIlW 209 Chain Lake Dr., Halifax 450-1018 

20 Akerley Blvd., Dartmouth 468-3596 JJ™ 
501 Sackville Dr., Sackville 865-2350 SUND1 

some items not exactly as shown WWW.bedfOOITldepot.Ca ** limited supply on various items 


industries 

The World Class Furniture Company 


MON - FBI, 9-9 
SATURDAY, 9-6 
SUNDAY, 12-5 
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,'Live Commercial 
Grade Lobsters 


* 


4.991b 

(1 -1.5lb Avg) 
(2 Claw)' 



Live #1 Quality | t 
Marketsize Lobsters 

5.991b 






(1 -4lb Avg) 
(2 Claw) 



Live Jumbo 
Lobsters 

4.491b 

(6lb +) 

(2 Claw) 






Frozen Cooked 
Lobster Meat 

Claw & Knuckle 
14.99/11.3oz tin 


Broken Meat 
13.99/11.3oz tin 


F' 



TdJe <vte 
often friom 
tfam -5ftm 
tod<zty! 

All specials while 
quantities last! 


r 



^%eat (focci 

'Tteoo 'fyew ’d 
ftanty yneato 
to t&e ^ineat in 
Seafood! 


Fresh Hardshell 
Clams 

1.99lb 

(Topnecks) (Quahaugs) 


V’ 


Jumbo Shrimp 
Raw 

5.99lb 

(Frozen) (21/25 Ct) 

& 


Fresh Jumbo 
Digby Scallops 

9.991b 

(10/20 Ct) 


T 

Fresh Haddock Fillets 
(Never Frozen) 

u/6oz 7/12oz 

3.991b 4.991b 


Live Crab Specials 


Jonah 

1.491b 


Snow 

3.991b 

MllAN 


Jumbo 

Dungeness 

8.991b 

(2-3lb Avg) 

VST* 



i ‘Tftan&et: 

‘S’Uuyiuy <feu iZuality, Service, ‘Variety aucC ‘Value eiuce 194%. 


Fisherman's Market 607 Bedford Hwy.443-3474 

HOLIDAY HOURS: Boxing Day 9am - 5pm,Sat.9am-6pm,Sun. 11 am-6pm, 
Mon.-Tuesday: 9-8, New Years Eve: 9-5, New Years Day: Closed 

Gift Certificates & Party Trays Available 


6 local 


Sept. 28, 2008 

Hurricane Kyle's track changed, clipping the western edge of Nova 
Scotia before hitting New Brunswick, metro Halifax 



Elton John acknowledges his fans as he steps on to the stage on Friday, Sept. 26 for the first of two 
weekend shows at the Metro Centre. Sir Elton opened his set with his 1970 hit Your Song. 


Rocket Man sends 
fans over the moon 


August 

1st - Police capture es¬ 
capee after three-vehicle 
crash 

A man who walked away 
from police headquarters 
was arrested by police after 
a crash in Dartmouth. 

Raymond Gary Stroud, 
25, escaped from a holding 
room at Gottingen Street 
police headquarters. Later 
that night, he allegedly 
dragged a police officer a 
short distance in a stolen 
car after the officer real¬ 
ized it was him. 

18th - Bronze for N.S. 
rower 

It was some wait but, 
man, was it ever worth it 
for those waiting for a 
Canadian Olympic medal. 
Nova Scotia fans got a par¬ 
ticular treat when Shube- 
nacadie rower Tracy 
Cameron won a bronze 
medal in women’s double 
skulls. It was one of seven 
podium spots for Canada 
over the weekend. 

“It’s very exciting. The 
phone hasn’t stopped ring¬ 
ing,” said Pearle 

Cameron, Tracy’s grand¬ 
mother, who got up at 3 
a.m. each day to watch Tra¬ 
cy race. 

29th - Zoom cancels 
flights 

Over 200 people were 
left stranded at Halifax 
Stanfield International Air¬ 
port after discount carrier 
Zoom Airlines unexpected¬ 
ly filed for bankruptcy and 
shut down. 


It started when a Zoom 
flight was stalled in Halifax 
for seven hours on the way 
to Ottawa and then back to 
London. Needing a part, 
the flight was rescheduled 
and the 213 passengers 
were put up in hotels. In 
the morning they boarded 
the plane, then were sent 
off again with no explana¬ 
tion. 

September 

11th - Mitch loses in Idol 
upset 

Theo Tams, a 23-year-old 
University of Lethbridge 
student, could not hold 
back tears when he 
learned he beat Mitch 
MacDonald, the 22-year- 
old carpenter from Port 
Hood, N.S., for the Idol ti¬ 
tle in the show. 

The victory was an upset 
for MacDonald, who never 
placed in the bottom two 
or three during the show, 
and would have been the 
first Atlantic Canadian to 
win the competition. 

18th - Boat flips 

Eight people were 
thrown into Halifax Har¬ 
bour when a controversial 
fire-fighting boat flipped 
on a test run. 

The incident happened 
near the Dartmouth Coast 
Guard base, and a rescue 
operation was quickly 
scrambled, plucking the 
crew from the water. All 
were taken to hospital 
with minor injuries. 

Local boat builders react¬ 
ed angrily when the 28- 


foot California-built vessel 
won a fire- department 
tender. 

26th - Rocket Man’s fans 
are over the moon 

Elton-mania hit fever 
pitch in Halifax with two 
sold-out shows in Septem¬ 
ber. 

“I’m going to be yelling, 
‘yeah,’” fan Janet Bate pro¬ 
claimed loudly, leaving the 
decibel level just low 
enough as to save her big 
scream for Sir Elton him¬ 
self 

“And if there’s anybody 
in front of me taller, I’m 
probably going to stand on 
the chair. Unless I wear 
platform shoes like Elton 
John. Then I can get away 
with it.” 

Tickets for the shows 
went on sale on July 18 and 
were gone in under an 
hour. 

October 

2nd - RCMP to investi¬ 
gate immigration program 

The RCMP were called in 
to investigate Nova Scotia’s 
controversial immigration 
nominee program. 

Under the program, im¬ 
migrants paid $130,000 for 
a fast-track into Canada, 
and a six-month middle 
management mentorship 
with a Nova Scotia compa¬ 
ny. 

Auditor General, Jacques 
Lapointe says the program 
was a failure and was 
fraught with mentorships 
that never happened. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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BOXING DAY 
LIQUIDATION 

at 



K : 


,3f :v 


Sale On 
December 27 
9:30-6:00 


Bgfp- 


UP TO 
80% OFF 
ENTIRE 
INVENTORY 


Lise Channel, Aubade, 
Lejaby, Christine, Felina, 
Antinea, Emprente 


Gift Certificates 
Available 


COTTON CLUB 


Lily’s • the bra fitting specialists 

The Courtyard, 1569 Dresden Row 

902.422.0161 
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8 local 


Oct. 2, 2008 

The clock turned back to 1758 in downtown Halifax, all in the name of democracy. The full day of activities, which kicked off with a traditional Mi'kmaq smudging ceremony 
and military encampment and ended with a dazzling 18th-century ball, marked the 250th birthday of parliamentary democracy in Canada, metro Halifax 


Keeping a lid on drug war 



Jimmy Melvin Jr. is escorted out of Halifax Provincial Court in this file photo from 2006 . Melvin was shot in the abdomen days after 
shots were fired at his father. Halifax police pegged it as a drug-related incident. 


October 

7th - Slurs and stones 
mar N.S. elections 

Spray paint, homopho¬ 
bic slurs, and more than a 
few rocks littered the cam¬ 
paign trail in Nova Scotia. 

In Liberal MP Scott Bri- 
son’s hometown of Chever- 
ie, nine campaign signs 
were defaced Saturday 
night with the word “fag” 
written in pink spray 
paint. Brison is openly gay. 

“This was a gutless bigot 
who doesn’t have the 
courage to say (this) pub¬ 
licly,” Brison said. “(They) 
vandalized property with 
hatred.” 

15th - Minority, take two 

Canadians chose “slow 
and steady,” giving Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
and his Conservatives a 
tighter hold on minority 
government as the country 
braces for a possible eco¬ 
nomic downturn. 

Harper was able to make 
vital gains in Ontario, in¬ 
cluding big victories in the 
905 region, but missteps in 
Quebec kept his long- 
sought majority out of 
reach and left him facing a 
divided Parliament. 

20th - New day, same 
mayor 

Peter Kelly is still the 
mayor. Kelly lit sparklers 
in his campaign headquar¬ 
ters after beating the 
toughest competition he 
says he’s had since ousting 
former mayor Walter 
Fitzgerald in 2000. 

Kelly said he felt nervous 
in the early stages of the 
election when Sheila 
Fougere, whom he called 
an “incredible candidate,” 
appeared to be in the lead. 

Kelly won with 57,229 
votes to Fougere’s 41,107. 
David Boyd had 2,372 
votes. 

22nd - Council cans plan 

Regional council reject¬ 
ed a plan to redevelop a 


block of heritage buildings 
on the Halifax waterfront. 

The vote was tied 9-9, 
which means a loss. Coun¬ 
cilors debated Armour 
Group’s Waterside Centre 
project for more than an 
hour. 

The project would’ve 
preserved the facades of 
six buildings on the corner 
of Duke, Hollis and Upper 
Water Streets and put a six- 

storey glass tower on 
top. Developer Ben McCrea 
has appealed the decision 
to the Utility and Review 
Board. 

31st - Report released in 
Gainey’s death 

Deciding to set sail with 
a storm approaching, and 
a lack of safety nets were 
just two of the factors con¬ 
tributing to Laura Gainey’s 
death. 

The final report by the 


Transportation Safety 
Board examined how 
Gainey was swept off the 
deck of the Picton Castle 
on Dec. 8, 2006. 

“We came to the conclu¬ 
sion that with strong safe¬ 
ty measures in place, loss 
of life can be avoided,” said 
Paul van den Berg, the in¬ 
vestigator in charge. 
November 

6th - Disadvantaged 
hardest hit by 9.4 per cent 
power hike 

Most Nova Scotia resi¬ 
dents’ power bills will go 
up 9.4 per cent on Jan. 1, 
2009. The Nova Scotia Util¬ 
ity and Review Board ap¬ 
proved the rate hike for 
Nova Scotia Power cus¬ 
tomers in November. 

Single mother Denise 
Boulter said she can hardly 
afford her power bill now 
and is already receiving 


disconnection notices. 

“There’s nowhere for it 
to come out of,” she said. 

“It’s difficult and they’ve 
made it more difficult.” 

17th - Woman killed by 
dump truck 

Jaclyn Hennessey, 27, of 
Halifax, was pronounced 
dead at the scene after she 
was struck crossing Bar¬ 
rington and Sackville 
Streets just before 10:30 
a.m. 

The dump truck, driven 
by a 50-year- old man, was 
heading south on Barring¬ 
ton Street when it turned 
right onto Sackville Street 
and ran over Hennessey. 

17th to 20th - Cops hope 
to ‘keep a lid’ on Spryfield 
drug war 

Halifax Regional Police 
said they were looking to 
ensure “the lid stays on” a 
drug war in the Spryfield 


area after several shots 
were fired in the parking 
lot of Jessy’s Pizza on Her¬ 
ring Cove Road Nov. 17. 

Reports indicate the in¬ 
tended victim was Jimmy 
Melvin Sr., who was re¬ 
leased in 2006 after serving 
close to half of a 22- year 
sentence for drug traffick¬ 
ing and assaulting a peace 
officer. 

Jason Hallett, an associ¬ 
ate of Jimmy Melvin, Jr., 
was shot in the wrist Nov. 
18 outside the IWK Health 
Centre. Later, on Dec. 4, 
Melvin, Jr. was shot in the 
abdomen outside a 
Ridgevalley Road apart¬ 
ment. 

28th - Man dies in fire 

An elderly man died 
when he was unable to es¬ 
cape his Lake Echo home 
during a vicious house fire. 

Firefighters were called 


| to 117 River Drive at 4:41 
z in the morning and found 
| the home engulfed in 
i flames. 

| “They started an offen- 
° sive fire attack right away, 
so they took hose lines and 
entered the building to try 
to contain the fire and 
search for people,” said fire 
department spokesman 
Capt. Dave Meldrum. 
December 

3rd - Surgeries under 
knife 

Capital Health an¬ 
nounced it will cut 1,000 
surgeries from its schedule 
as one of many measures 
to make up a $ 7-million 
deficit. 

Reducing overtime, 
reusing medical equip¬ 
ment and fewer snacks on 
food trays are among other 
cost cutting steps being 
taken. The overall plan is 
to cut the $7 million by the 
end of the fiscal year with 
minimal impact to patient 
care. 

The single biggest saving 
— $1.3 5-million — will 
come by cutting surgeries 
in half over three weeks. 

5th - House on hiatus 

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper appealed to his po¬ 
litical rivals for economic 
advice to defuse their out¬ 
age over the Conservative 
leader’s unprecedented 
shutdown of Parliament to 
avoid certain defeat. 

Governor General 

Michaelle Jean granted 
Harper’s request to pro¬ 
rogue Parliament, sparing 
him from a confidence 
vote — and defeat for his 
Conservatives. 

The Conservative leader 
acknowledged the eco¬ 
nomic demands of his po¬ 
litical critics and promised 
the “first order of busi¬ 
ness” when Parliament re¬ 
sumes on Jan. 26 would be 
a budget the following day. 
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Canadians caught up in terror attacks 

Terrorist gunmen who attacked multiple sites in Mumbai, India, on Nov. 26, including a train station and 
two luxury hotels, left two Canadians dead among at least 174 people, metro news services 


Canada 



The Ides of March 

March brought in good news and bad for at least two people. Former 
media baron Conrad Black, left, began his six-year sentence on 
March 3 in a Florida prison for fraud and obstruction of justice. On 
March 15 , Ontario resident Anna Falco, 53, won almost $9 million at 
a casino, the largest-ever slot payout in Canada, metro news services 


’08 ends on raucous political note 



Prime Minister Stephen Harper announces at Rideau Hall in Ottawa on Dec. 4 that Gov. Gen. 
Michaelle Jean approved his recommendation to prorogue Parliament. 



Liberal leadership candidates Bob Rae, right, and Michael Ignati- 
eff talk to reporters on Parliament Hill in Ottawa Dec. 1 . Rae 
stepped aside to allow Ignatieff to take over the top spot. 


January 

10 - Canadian communi¬ 
ties that depend on a sin¬ 
gle industry to survive get 
some good news as Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
announces a billion-dollar 
package. 

12 - The New Brunswick 
town of Bathurst is in 
mourning after seven 
teenagers, members of a 
school basketball team, 
and a teacher die as their 
van collides with a truck 
on an icy road. 

16 - Canada’s nuclear 
watchdog, Linda Keen, 
president of the Canadian 
Nuclear Safety Commis¬ 
sion, is fired after she ac¬ 
cused Natural Resources 
Minister Gary Lunn of in¬ 
terference. 

21 - Canada’s main stock 
exchange, the Toronto 
Stock Exchange, plunges 
more than 600 points. 
More plunges will follow 
later in the year. 

22 - Former Liberal MP 
John Manley and his panel 
recommend Canadian 
Forces stay in Afghanistan 
indefinitely. 

February 

19 - British Columbia is 
the first in North America 
to implement a full-fledged 
carbon tax. 

27 - Nortel Networks, 
once the darling of the 
stock market, sheds 2,100 
more jobs and exports 
1,000 more to countries 
with lower labour costs. 

March 

3 - A young Canadian 
man, Mohammed Kohail, 
gets the death sentence in 
Saudi Arabia after a 
schoolyard brawl results in 
the death of one person. 

13 - It’s official. Canada 
will stay in Afghanistan 
until 2011 after Parliament 
votes to extend the mili¬ 
tary mission by two years. 

7 - Louise Arbour, a for¬ 
mer Canadian Supreme 
Court justice, steps down 
from her position as UN 
human rights high com¬ 
missioner. 

29 - The Book Room in 
Halifax, shuts its doors for 
the last time after 169 
years. It was Canada’s old¬ 
est bookstore. 

April 

3 - A red cedar tree that 
has stood in Vancouver’s 
Stanley Park for a thou¬ 
sand years loses its battle 
for survival when park 


board commissioners vote 
to cut the tree down after 
it was damaged in storm. 

18 - Canada bans chemi¬ 
cal bisphenol A, found in 
plastic products such as ba¬ 
by and water bottles. 

10 - The Canadarm will 
still be Canadian after In¬ 
dustry Canada derails a 
plan to sell the company 
that owns its rights to an 
American defence firm for 
$ 1.3-billion. 

12 - Canada was accused 
of “an act of war” after the 
coast guard seized an anti¬ 
sealing ship owned by Sea 
Shepherd Conservation So¬ 
ciety. 

22 - Robert Baltovich is 
found not guilty of mur¬ 
dering his girlfriend, Eliza¬ 
beth Bain, after the Toron¬ 
to native served eight years 
in prison for a crime he 
didn’t commit. 

28 - Early warnings of 
the auto slowdown sees 
General Motors cutting 
3,500 jobs in truck and 
SUV plants in North Ameri¬ 
ca, including 1,000 in On¬ 
tario’s motor city Oshawa. 

May 

1 - You have to be atleast 
16 years old to have sex af¬ 
ter the legal age is raised to 
16 from 14. 

13 - A student minding 
his own business on the 
ground died when a heli¬ 
copter crashed down on 
him in Cranbroolc, B.C. 
The three passengers on 
board also died. 

16 - Ottawa unveils Cana¬ 
da’s highest honour for 
military valour — the 
Canadian Victoria Cross. 

17 - The Queen’s eldest 
grandson, Peter Phillips, 
marries Canadian Autumn 
Kelly at Windsor Castle in 
England. 

26 - Canada’s titillating 
scandal reaches its climax 
with Foreign Affairs Minis¬ 
ter Maxime Bernier’s resig¬ 
nation over a security 
breach involving classified 
documents left in his for¬ 
mer girlfriend’s apart¬ 
ment. But Canadians are 
forgiving and Bernier kept 
his seat in the federal elec¬ 
tion later in the year. 

June 

3 - General Motors closes 
its truck plant in Oshawa, 
Ont., and three other facto¬ 
ries in North America as 
the auto crisis grows. 

9 - A familiar tune for 
years is silenced after CBC 
loses the rights to the 


Hockey Night in Canada 
theme song to CTV as talks 
break down between its 
composer and CBC. 

16 - Ottawa lists The 
World Tamil Movement as 
a terrorist organization. 

17 - The rising cost of fu¬ 
el prompts Air Canada to 
look at cutting 2,000 jobs. 

19 - Frank Dunn, the for¬ 
mer chief executive of Nor¬ 
tel Networks, and other 
senior officers charged 
with fraud by the RCMP. 

July 

1 - Protests pour in after 
abortion rights activist Dr. 
Henry Morgentaler is ap¬ 
pointed to Order of Canada. 

5 - Calgary lays claim to 
another big one after the 
biggest mosque to be built 
in Canada opens in the 
city. 

7 - Steven Truscott, 
wrongfully convicted of 
the murder of a school¬ 
mate, gets $6.5 million as- 
compensation from the 
Ontario government after 
he spent nearly five 
decades trying to clear his 
name. 

8 - The long-time face of 
the Canadian Auto Work¬ 
ers union, Buzz Hargrove, 
announces he will step 
down. 

16 - Canada's oldest com¬ 
pany is no longer truly 
Canadian after New York- 
based NRDC Equity Part¬ 
ners buys Hudson’s Bay 
Co., the second time it has 
changed hands in less than 
three years. 

20 - Quebec sovereign¬ 
tists are not amused with 


former Beatle Paul McCart¬ 
ney giving a free concert to 
mark Quebec City’s 400th 
anniversary. 

August 

15 - Christopher Paul 
Neil, 33, of Maple Ridge, 
B.C., gets three years in 
Thai prison for sexually 
abusing 13-year-old boy. 

18 - Low-speed electric 
cars cleared to move on 
public roads in the Victoria 
suburb of Oak Bay — the 
first municipality in Cana¬ 
da to legalize the vehicles. 

24 - Canada wins 18 
medals at the end of the 
Summer Olympics in Bei¬ 
jing. 

28 - Hundreds of passen¬ 
gers are stranded and left 
to scrable to find a way 
home after Ottawa-based 
Zoom Airlines files for 
bankruptcy protection. 


September 

7 - Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper calls gen¬ 
eral election for Oct. 14. 

25 - A 20-year-old On¬ 
tario man is convicted of 
conspiring to bomb Parlia¬ 
ment Hill, RCMP headquar¬ 
ters and nuclear power 
plants. 

26 - The criminal justice 
system failed David Mil- 
gaard, concludes a com¬ 
mission of inquiry. It rec¬ 
ommends the federal gov¬ 
ernment create an inde¬ 
pendent body to review 
wrongful conviction alle¬ 
gations. 

October 

6 - $100 billion in value 
of stocks are wiped out on 
the Toronto Stock Ex¬ 
change as falling oil prices 
and fears of global reces- 


| sion spook investors. 

9 - A member of the 
Snowbirds aerobatic team 
?is one of two Canadian 
3 Forces personnel killed in 
a jet crash in southwest 
Saskatchewan. 

11 - CBC’s Hockey Night 
in Canada gets a new an¬ 
them. Canadian Gold by 
Colin Oberst, an elemen¬ 
tary school teacher from 
Beaumont, Alta., is voted 
by viewers as best pick. 

14 - Stephen Harper’s 
Conservatives return to 
power with a strenghtened 
minority in the federal 
election. 

28 - Barenalced Ladies 
frontman Steven Page gets 
a reprieve after a New York 
state judge says cocaine 
possession charges laid in 
July will be dropped if Page 
stays gets drug treatment 
and stays clean. 

29 - Momin Khawaja of 
| Ottawa is found guilty of 
| being part of a plot to 

1 bomb targets in Britain. 

TO 

(Z 

3 November 
| 8 - Kidnapped CBC re- 

2 porter Melissa Fung is re- 

3 leased by Afghan insur¬ 
gents after 28 days in cap¬ 
tivity. 

22 - Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper signs a 
tentative free-trade agree¬ 
ment with Colombia. 

27 - Harper’s finance 
minister presents what 
turns out to be a turning- 
point mid-term economic 
statement — but not exact¬ 
ly the kind the Tories 
wanted. It was immediate¬ 
ly rejected by the opposi¬ 
tion as inadequate and par¬ 
tisan. 

December 

1 - The Liberals and the 
NDP, with Bloc Quebecois 
support, agree to form 
coalition government if 
the Conservative minority 
government falls. 

5 - Canada reaches a 
grim milestone in 
Afghanistan with the 
death of its 100th soldier. 

4 - Parliament is sus¬ 
pended until late January 
as Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean 
bows to the prime minis¬ 
ter’s wishes. 

9 - The Liberal party tem¬ 
porarily resolves its leader¬ 
ship issues as Michael Ig- 
natieff remains the sole 
candidate to be the party’s 
leader after rival Bob Rae 
withdraws from the con¬ 
test. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 














Jim Dolan 


Michael Sampson 


Gordie McKay 


Elantra 


Accent 3 Dr 


Tiburon 


Entourage 


THE 


OF TH 

MOD 


Veracruz 


Tuscon 


Up to $9000 

in rebates 


or 


0% for 
72 months! 


THE SMART] PLACE TO SHOP THIS HOLIDAY. 




DARTMOUTH HYUNDAI 

60 Baker Drive, Dartmouth, NS 


465-7500 

TOLL FREE 1-800-565-8003 


5 YEAR 


5 YEAR 7100,000 KM 
































metro 


metronews.ca 


Friday, December 26,2008-Thursday, January l, 2009 


12 


May 22, 2008 

A Texas appeals court rules that authorities broke the law by seizing more than 400 children from a polygamous 
ranch. The authorities acted on an anonymous tip of child abuse, metro news services 


World 



April 7,2008 


The Olympic torch is snuffed out by organizers in Paris as anti-China 
protests plague the global torch run. Two days later the Olympic 
torch is forced to be rerouted away from thousands of pro-Tibet 
demonstrators in San Francisco. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Obama makes American history 

A rundown of world events that topped news in 2008 



U.S. President-elect Senator Barack Obama waves as he arrives on stage during his election night rally in Chicago Nov. 4 , 2008 . 


January 

18 - U.S. President 
George W. Bush gives his 
stamp of approval on a 
$ 100-billion stimulus pack¬ 
age in an effort to prevent 
recession and control the 
damage caused by the 
housing crisis. The mess 
hammers banks, con¬ 
sumers and investors in ef¬ 
fects that are felt all year 
long. 

21 - Investor anxiety over 
prospects of a U.S. and 
global recession sends 
stock prices crashing 
around the globe. The 
Toronto Stock Exchange 
falls more than 600 points. 
February 

5 - The U.S. southern 
states are hammered by 
tornadoes killing at least 
55 people. 

11 - U.S. military prose¬ 
cutors charge six detainees 
in connection with 9-11 at¬ 
tacks. They ask to impose 
the death penalty. 

12 - GM Motors sets a 
record for largest ever loss 
by an automotive company 
by reporting a $38.7 billion 
annual loss. 

17 - Kosovo declares its 
independence from Serbia. 

19 - Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro ends the longest 
rule in the world by a head 
of government as he re¬ 
signs as president after 49 
years. 

28 - In a bid to end weeks 
of election-related vio¬ 
lence, rival Kenyan leaders 
Mwai Kibalci and Raila 


Odinga signa power-shar¬ 
ing agreement. The clashes 
killed near 1,000 people. 

March 


7 - Louise Arbour, a for¬ 
mer Canadian Supreme 
Court justice, steps down 
as the U.N. human rights 


high commissioner. 

12 - New York state Gov. 
Eliot Spitzer resigns amid 
allegations he used taxpay¬ 


er dollars for the services 
of a high-priced prostitu¬ 
tion ring. 

13 - The price of gold hits 


m a record high of $1,000. 

^ 14-16 people are killed 

| in Tibet during protests 
I against Chinese rule. The 
| protests are led by Bud¬ 
dhist monks. 

16 - U.S. investment 
bank Bear Stearns is pur¬ 
chased by JPMorgan Chase 
for a price of $236.2 mil¬ 
lion. It is a stunning col¬ 
lapse for one of the world's 
largest investment banks. 

22 - The U.S. military 
death toll in Iraq reaches 
4,000. 

24 - The country of 
Bhutan holds it first ever 
elections and becomes the 
world's newest democracy. 

25 - Yousuf Raza Gilani is 
sworn in as new prime 
minister of Pakistan. 

29 - The first round of re¬ 
sults from Zimbabwe's 
presidential and parlia¬ 
mentary elections is split 
between President Robert 
Mugabe and the opposi¬ 
tion party. 

April 

2 - Irish Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahern steps down. 

8 - South Korea's sends 
its first astronaut to the In¬ 
ternational Space Station 
in a Russian capsule. 

9 - The Olympic torch is 
forced to be rerouted away 
from thousands of pro-Ti¬ 
bet demonstrators in San 
Francisco. 

14 - Italian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Silvio Berlusconi's par¬ 
ty wins majority in the Ital¬ 
ian elections. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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Sept. 22, 2008 

The head of China's watchdog on food safety resigns amid scandal over tainted ba¬ 
by formula. Nearly 53,000 infants fall ill from it., metro news services 


Cyclone Nargis kills 134,000 in Myanmar 


A rundown of world events 
that topped news in 2008 


April 

15 - The U.S. welcomes 
Pope Benedict as he arrives 
in Washington for his first 
papal visit to America. 

20 - Ending 60 years of 
single-party rule in 


Paraguay, former bishop 
Fernando Lugo is elected 
president. 

27 - The Taliban attack a 
militaiy parade in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. President 
Hamid Karzai and digni¬ 


taries, including the Cana¬ 
dian ambassador, escape 
uninjured. 

May 

3 - More than 134,000 
people are killed in south¬ 
western Myanmar as cy¬ 
clone Nargis smashes into 
the country. 

8 - Dmitry Medvedev is 
sworn in as Russia’s new 
president. Vladimir Putin 
is confirmed as Russia's 



Complimentary fitting 




I 


Chantelle 

PARIS 


Park Lane Mall - Halifax < 

425-6255 


5unnyside Mall - Bedford 

► 832-5025 


j 


AIGLE 


French Outdoor Apparel 
since 1853 

Starting December 15th 
$90 means $100 


For every $100 spent 
get $10 off* 

(*discount is applied before tax and in store only] 

AIGLE, THE REINTRODUCTION 
OF MAN INTO NATURE 

HALIFAX 

5507 Spring Garden Road 

Phone: 902 406 7495 - Email: shop@aigle.ca - www.aigle.com 



A flooded village is seen in this aerial view near an airport in Yangon on May 5,2008, after Cyclone 
Nargis slammed into Myanmar's main city killing more than 134,000 people. 


prime minister, a day after 
he appoints Medvedev. 

12 - Southwestern China 
is rocked by a massive 
earthquake that kills 
80,000 people. 

14 - The United States 
lists polar bears as a threat¬ 
ened species. 

25 - The Phoenix Mars 
Lander lands on Mars as it 
begins its search for water 
residue on the red planet. 

28 - Nepal declares itself 
a republic, abolishing 239- 
year-old monarchy. 

29 - The Vatican issues a 
decree against ordaining 
women. 

June 

1 - Macedonian prime 
minister Nikola Gruevslci 
is re-elected after a vio¬ 
lence-marred parliamen¬ 


tary election. 

12 - The U.S. Supreme 
Court rules that foreign de¬ 
tainees held at Guan¬ 
tanamo Bay have rights un¬ 
der the American Constitu¬ 
tion. The ruling surrounds 
their right to challenge 
their detention in U.S. 
civilian courts. 

12 - Negotiators from Tai¬ 
wan and China open their 
first formal talks in almost 
a decade. 

13 - In daring prison 
break, over 1,100 inmates, 
including 400 Taliban, es¬ 
cape from detention in 
Kandahar. 

26 - U.S. President Bush 
announces he will remove 
North Korea from a terror¬ 
ism blacklist after it pro¬ 
vides a declaration of its 


nuclear capabilities 

27 - In a move to focus 
on his philanthropic ef¬ 
forts, Bill Gates retires 
from day-to-day duties at 
Microsoft. 

29 - Robert Mugabe is 
sworn in as president of 
Zimbabwe. The run-off 
election is boycotted by 
the opposition and con¬ 
demned by the interna¬ 
tional community. 

July 

2 - Fifteen hostages are 
freed when Colombian 
militaiy agents raid a rebel 
group holding them in the 
jungle. 

24 - Ford reports a $8.7 
billion second quarter loss. 
It is the car company’s 
largest quarterly loss in 
history, continued on page 16 
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Infiniti G37 


• 7 Speed Automatic Transmission 

• 3.7-litre VQ V6 Engine 

• Available with RearView Monitor 

• Infiniti Intelligent Key with Push Button Ignition 

• Available with Bluetooth Hands-Free Phone System 

• Satellite Radio 


* 36 , 990 * 

MSRP 


*plus freight and applicable taxes 
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DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 

I N F I N I T I 


3461 Kempt Road, Halifax 

Phone: 902 455 5800 • Fax: 902 453 2028 

Toll Free: 1866 802 2021 

Contact Allan Dwyer, Mike Botchett or Doug Botchett 
for more information or email adwyer@oregans.com 


Global 

Award 

for 

Outstanding 

Customer 

Satisfaction 
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Sept. 4 , 2008 

John McCain gets the nod as the Republican candidate for U.S. presi¬ 
dent at convention in Minnesota, metro news services 


Fidel Castro ends historic reign 


July 

29 - The U.S. House of 
Representatives issues an 
apology to black Ameri¬ 
cans for wrongs commit¬ 
ted against them and their 
ancestors ranging from 
slavery to segregation. 

30 - GM announces a 15 
per cent cut to its U.S. and 
Canadian salaried work¬ 
force. 

31 - Imperial Tobacco and 
Rothmans Benson & 
Hedges admit to 


involvement in cigarette 
smuggling schemes in the 
1980s and '90s. The tobac¬ 
co giants agree to pay up 
to $1.15 billion in fines 
and civilian pay outs. 
August 

6 - Salim Hamdan, 

Osama bin Laden's former 
driver, is found guilty of 
terrorism. It is the first to 
come through the U.S. mil¬ 
itary tribunal process at 
Guantanamo Bay. 

8 - Russian tanks roll in¬ 


to South Ossetia after 
Georgian forces attempt to 
recapture the region. 

20 - U.S. and Poland sign 
a deal to place a U.S. mis¬ 
sile defence base in Poland. 
Russia voices its objection 
and accuses the U.S. of try¬ 
ing to extend its military 
influence in the region. 
September 

7 - Fannie Mae and Fred¬ 
die Mac are taken over by 
the U.S. government as it 
attempts to ease the finan¬ 


cial crisis related to house 
price collapse. 

16 - The American gov¬ 
ernment is forced to pro¬ 
vide an $85 billion emer¬ 
gency loan to rescue AIG, 
one of the world's largest 
insurance companies. 
October 

14 - U.S. President 

George W. Bush announces 
a $250-billion plan to buy 
shares in U.S. banks. It is 
the biggest bailout of the 
country's banks since the 



Let’s create a 
path forward. 

The world is changing around us. Now, more than ever, you need 
simple, straightforward advice from a trusted source to help you 
reach your goals. At RBC, we’ve been advising Canadians and helping 
them navigate the financial times for seven generations. 

Find out how we can apply this expertise and experience to help you. 


Tomorrow starts 
with a call today. 

1-866-335-4058 


CREATE 

A FUTURE WITH PEACE OF MIND 




Former Cuban leader Fidel Castro stepped down this year — end¬ 
ing his 40 -year reign. 


Depression. 

29 - An earthquake hits 
southwestern Pakistan 
killing more than 200 peo¬ 
ple and leaving 15,000 
homeless. 

November 

4 - Barack Obama wins 
the U.S. presidency in a 
landslide victory. He be¬ 
comes the first African- 
American president in U.S. 
history. 

16 - A Saudi oil tanker is 
hijacked by pirates off the 
coast of Kenya. It is be¬ 
lieved the tanker was car¬ 
rying $100 million in cargo 

17 - Citibank cuts 15 per 
cent of its workforce. 
50,000 jobs are eliminated 

26 - Terrorist attacks in 
Mumbai leave India in 
mourning. The gunmen 
launch attacks on tourist 
sites, a crowded train sta¬ 
tion and two luxury hotels 
killing nearly 200 people. 

26 - The world's oldest 
person, Edna Parker, dies 
in Shelbyville, Ind., aged 


115 years and 220 days. 

December 

4 - Zimbabwe declares a 
national emergency over a 
cholera epidemic and the 
collapse of its health-care 
system. 

5 - O.J. Simpson is sen¬ 
tenced to 33 years in 
prison for kidnapping and 
robbing two sports memo¬ 
rabilia dealers at gunpoint 
in a hotel. 

6 - A teenage boy is shot 
dead by Greek police in a 
district of central Athens 
long associated with law¬ 
lessness and drug abuse. 
The boy’s death sparks ri¬ 
ots across Greece for sever¬ 
al weeks 

19 - U.S. President 

George W. Bush tosses a 
$17.4 billion government 
lifeline to GM and 
Chrysler. The move is in¬ 
tended to ensure the au¬ 
tomakers survival and pre¬ 
vent another blow to his 
legacy. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


JOIN OUR UNIQUE 
GLOBAL REACH BY 
PICKING UP YOUR 
METRO DAILY. 


Young. Active. Well-educated. 


Do it daily. 
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Abitibi fights to get compensation for assets 

Papermaker AbitibiBowater Inc. is fighting plans by Newfoundland and Labrador Premier Danny Williams to expropriate 
Abitibi's dams in Newfoundland, warning it will file suit under the North American Free Trade Agreement. Reuters 


Business 





Wall Street’s biggest fraud? 

Money manager and former Nasdaq stock market chairman 
Bernard Madoff, 70 , was arrested and charged on Dec. 11 with 
securities fraud. Prosecutors say he confessed to running up $50 
billion in losses through his Bernard L. Madoff Investment Secu¬ 
rities firm in what would be one of Wall Street's biggest frauds. 


EDITOR: FERMIN DESOUZA, FERMIN.DESOUZA^)METRONEWS.CA 



Economic tsunami 

U.S. housing crisis let loose tidal wave of financial woes 


General Motors chief executive Rick Wagoner speaks to media in 
Detroit Dec. 19 after U.S. President George W. Bush offered a 
$ 17.4 billion government lifeline to ailing automakers. 


Take a deep breath and 
brace yourself. As bad as 
2008 was for financial tur¬ 
moil from the average 
consumer to the mightiest 
of corporations around the 
world — forecasts are for 
an even gloomier outlook 
in 2009. 

It means that the aver¬ 
age Canadian will face 
more financial struggles in 
2009. Predictions range 
from 150-to -200,000 more 


people losing their jobs as 
the economic recession 
gets worse. 

Looking back to earlier 
this year, there were sever¬ 
al analysts on several TV 
shows in Canada and the 
U.S. who warned what was 
likely around the corner 
for world economies if 
things didn’t get fixed. 
Truth is the financial 
downturn was so over¬ 
whelming that the inevit- 


APARTMENT FINDER 

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT KRISTA RODGERS AT 421-5861, OR KRISTA.RODGERS@METRONEWS.CA 

RENTALS 




SALTER’S GATE 

IPARTMENT! 


I Luxury 2 bedroom apts. 

now available 
I Harbour & city views 
I Quality, upscale finishes. 

I Six appliances. Stainless kitchen 
& granite. Air-conditioned. 

I Ceramic, laminate & carpet. 

I Housekeeping service & 
drycleaning available. 

I On-site fitness, spa & dining. 

I Heated parking available. 

CALL 211 . 66 ]] 

“yVyO Salter Street, Hfx 

Managed by: Greenwood Lane Inc. 


www.saltersgate.com 








TERRACEVIEW 


from 

$700/mth 

incl h/hw/prk 


It is a real 
pleasure at this 
Holiday time to 
say “Thank You” as 
we wish you a full 
year of Happiness 
and Success! 


41 Cowie Hill Road, 2 Bedroom Units 

• common area balconies 

• onsite management & rental office 

• bus route just outside 

T imber creek 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 


CLAYTON PARK TOWERS 



210 Willett St, 1 Bedroom 

• close to all amenities 

• secure building and onsite management 

• rooftop deck 

T imbsrcreek 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 


$555/mth 

plus utilities 




461-HOME (4663) 

6 Crystal Drive, 

North End Dart. 

Bachelor $525 

1 Bedroom $600 

2 Bedroom $715 

Heat, hot water & parking. 
Free Eastlink Connections. 
Sorry, no dogs. 


www.homburgcanada.com 


461-HOME (4663) 

Renting apartments 
since 1972 

356 Windmill Road. 

2 Bed. + Den $750 
2 Bed. $700 

Heat, hot water, 
parking, and lights 
included. 

Sorry, no dogs. 




y Newly Renovated 
Spacious Apartments 


ir 
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SC 


VISA 




Ask about our referral program! 
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► Spacious 2 bedroom apartments available in 20 buildings 

► Fireplace, dishwashers & laundry hook-up in selected suites 

► Most units include heat, hot water & balconies 

► Friendly staff available 24/7 

► On site fitness room and social events room 

► Close to Mic Mac Mall, Burnside Park & Dartmouth Crossings 
» Near Metro transit bus routes & schools 

► Furnished suites available 

Limited quantities on renovated suites. 


Call 461.9429, or visit us 
at 96 Highfield Park Drive 
Highfieldpark@oxfordproperties.com 


OlXlFlO 

MANAGED WITH PRIDE 

www.oxfordresidential.ca 


Credit 


able “R” word was a case of 
not if, but how soon a re¬ 
cession would arrive. 

With financial bailouts 
in the trillions around the 
word becoming a necessity 
to bail out banks and the 
auto industry, and other 
industries lining up look¬ 
ing for assistance, where 
does it all end? No one 
knows. 

As the US re¬ 
cession wors¬ 
ens almost 
every day, 

Canada will 
have to deal 
with a weaker 
domestic de¬ 
mand from its 
largest client 
and partner. 
Furthermore, a 
very moderate 
growth of the 
economy is ex¬ 
pected in 2009. 

According to 
the Laurentian 
Bank’s economic and fi¬ 
nancial outlook for 2009, 
interest rates in Canada 
should remain very low in 
2009, and the Canadian 
dollar is expected to trade 
between 0.80 and 0.85 US 
during the year. 

Laurentian stated that al¬ 
though the recession here 
is likely to be less severe 
than south of the border, 
nonetheless, Canada's lab¬ 
our market is showing 
some cracks. Total employ¬ 
ment fell by a hefty 70,600 
in November. The unem¬ 
ployment rate edged up 
from 6.2 per cent to 6.3 per 
cent as many Canadians 
just threw in the towel and 
stopped looking for a job 
amid the financial turmoil 
and economic recession. 

Laurentian forecasts eco¬ 
nomic activity to contract 


• The U.S. Federal Reserve 
has slashed its key rate 
from 5.25 per cent to near¬ 
ly zero per cent since Sep¬ 
tember 2007, but the fi¬ 
nancial crisis has generat¬ 
ed an increase in risk pre¬ 
miums and a credit crunch. 

• The Federal Reserve and 
the U.S. Treasury have tak¬ 
en exceptional action to 
assure the solvency of the 
financial system and to in¬ 
ject liquidity directly into 
the economy. 


by 0.5 per cent in Canada 
in 2009. 

Exports, imports, resi¬ 
dential construction, and 
business investment are all 
expected to pull back. Em¬ 
ployment should dip 
slightly in 2009, while the 
unemployment rate 

should increase modestly, 
to approximately 7 per 
cent. Amid eco¬ 
nomic uncer- 
_tainties, house¬ 
holds will be 
more prudent 
and ease the 
pedal on 

spending. 

Where did all 
this disaster 
start? Look to 
the U.S., where 
their housing 
crisis, now its 
third year, 
pushed the 
country into a 
consumer-led 
recession offi¬ 
cially begun in December 
2007. The slump in the real 
estate sector also spawned 
a worldwide financial cri¬ 
sis, which grew worse in 
the second half of 2008, 
dragging the other blocks 
of industrialized nations in¬ 
to recession as well. 

According to The Nation¬ 
al Bank Financial Group 
team of economists in 
Canada, the U.S. recession 
should last until mid-2009, 
that is, 18 to 20 months in 
all, which would make it 
the second longest in 80 
years. This unusual dura¬ 
tion is due to the fact that 
U.S. households must re¬ 
duce their indebtedness 
significantly in the face of 
an employment market 
that has shed almost two 
million jobs to date. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



A sign in Toronto shows the Toronto Stock Exchange’s main 
index at its lowest level in nearly five years on Nov. 20. 


MARK BLINCH/REUTERS FILE PHOTO 
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Avery muzzled 

Former Cole Harbour resident Sean Avery's, right, tenure with the Dallas Stars came to an unceremonious end in December after 
making lewd remarks regarding two of his ex-girlfriends who are currently dating other NHL players, metro news services 





tention getter 


uayan javelin thrower Leryn Franco became an Internet 
lion during the Beijing Olympics thanks in part to her side 
»r as a fashion model and rumoured romance with Serbian ten- 
player Novak Djokovic. In Beijing, Franco threw 15 metres short 
F her personal record, finishing 51st overall, metro news services 
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Halifax hosts the World 


IIHF world championships the highlight of an eventful year in local sports 



Canada's Derek Roy celebrates his third goal of the game against Norway during the third period 
of their quarter-final game at the 2008 IIHF World Hockey Championships at the Metro Centre in 
Halifax, May 14,2008. Russia defeated Canada 5-4 in overtime in the championship game. 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


The top 10 stories in Hali¬ 
fax sports for 2008. 

1 . HALIFAX HOSTS IIHF 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

More than 200,000 fans 
attended 25 games at the 
Metro Centre in May for 
one of the biggest sport¬ 
ing events ever held east 
of Montreal. Hockey ruled 
the city as Canada went 
on a dominating 7-0 run 
before shifting to Quebec 
City for the playoffs and 
losing to Russia in the 
gold-medal game. 

2 . MARCHAND WINS 
GOLD AT WORLD JUNIOR 

The Hammonds Plains na¬ 
tive became the first Nova 
Scotian to win two gold 
medals at the world jun¬ 
ior hockey championship 
in the Czech Republic in 
January. He scored the 
game-winner in the quar¬ 
ter-final and a goal and an 
assist in both the semifi¬ 
nal and final to finish sec¬ 
ond in team scoring. 

3. MOOSEHEADS 
MELTDOWN 

The Halifax Mooseheads 
were blessed with world- 
class talent and were built 
to win the first QMJHL ti¬ 
tle in franchise history. 
But the individual talent 
never meshed as a true 
team, and their season 
ended in a shocking em¬ 
barrassment, swept by the 
Gatineau Olympiques in 


the QMJHL semifinals. 

4. RAINMEN GET 

OFF THE GROUND 

The Halifax Rainmen ap¬ 
pear here to stay after av¬ 
eraging crowds of almost 
1,800 in 18 home games 
in the American Basket¬ 
ball Association in 2007- 
OS. They ditched the ABA 
in March and ended up in 
the more stable Premier 
Basketball League, where 
they appear poised for 
more growth in 2009. 

5. HALIFAX CITY 
STRIKES GOLD 

Halifax City Salty’s won 
gold at the Jubilee Trophy 
Canadian senior women’s 
soccer championship in 
St. John’s, N.L., in Octo¬ 
ber. Salty’s persevered, 
not even predicted to win 
the province, let alone 
win a national title, after 
struggling through the 
regular season with a sub- 
.500 record. 

6. HALIFAX SENDS 

FIVE TO OLYMPICS 

Although they came away 
without medals, five Hali- 
fax-area athletes attended 
the Beijing Olympics. 
They were: Waverley 
kayaker Karen Furneaux; 
Dartmouth canoeist An¬ 
drew Russell; East Jeddore 
sprinter Adrienne Power; 
Fall River gymnast David 
Kikuchi; and Halifax 
sailor Oliver Bone. 

7. HEC CRIGHTON 

CAREER ON HOLD 


The Saint Mary’s Huskies’ 
season hinged on the 
health of university foot¬ 


ball’s finest player, 2007 
Hec Crighton winner Erik 
Glavic. But the star quar¬ 


terback never recovered 
from major knee surgery 
and missed almost the en- 


> tire season, while the 
o Huskies fell short of a re- 

| turn trip to the Vanier Cup. 

s 

| 8. FINAL 8 COMING HOME 

The Final 8 Canadian uni¬ 
versity men’s basketball 
championship left Halifax 
in March after a 24-year 
run at the Metro Centre, 
but Atlantic University 
Sport’s bid to bring it 
back for a belated 25th 
anniversary succeeded in 
December. The Final 8 
will return to the Metro 
Centre in 2011 and 2012. 

9. CROSBY'S PLAYOFF RUN 

Cole Harbour’s Sidney 
Crosby tied Conn Smythe 
winner Henrik Zetterberg 
for the scoring lead in the 
NHL playoffs, despite bat¬ 
tling some nagging in¬ 
juries. He led his Pitts¬ 
burgh Penguins to the 
Stanley Cup Final, where 
they ultimately fell short 
in six games to the power¬ 
ful Detroit Red Wings. 

10 . THE RISE OF COLLEY 
AND EZURIKE 

East Preston’s Justine Col¬ 
ley (basketball) and Lower 
Saclcville’s Nlcem Ezurilce 
(soccer) became two of 
Canada’s brightest young 
female athletes in 2008. 
Colley played a key role at 
an Americas qualifier to 
help Canada clinch a spot 
at the 2009 FIBA under-19 
world championship, 
while Ezurilce was the na¬ 
tional youth team’s top 
scorer at the FIFA under- 
17 World Cup. 



boxing week sale • BOX1N 


DONT PAY FOR 90 DAYS 

Put 0 down, make 0 payments and pay 0% interest (0AC) on 
anything in the store! See store for details. Valid on Sat., Dec. 27th only, 


BIG SAVINGS ON INSTRUMENTS im M us,CSTOP \ 
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Ronaldo most searchable 

Manchester United's Portuguese winger Cristiano Ronaldo, left, was named Yahoo! Canada's most searched athlete of 2008. He won 
the Golden Ball the award for Europe's top soccer player. Cole Harbour's Sidney Crosby was third on the list, metro news services 




Left: Despite an injured knee Tiger Woods claims the U.S. Open. Right: David Tyree's improbable fourth quarter catch set up the 
New York Giants’ stunning 17-14 upset of previously unbeaten New England in the Super Bowl. 


Moments In time 

"The best thing about sports is the sense of community and shared emotion it can create." -Bob Costas 


Left: Priscilla 
Lopes-Schliep 
of Canada 
jumps into Aus¬ 
tralian 

Sally McLellan's 
arms after win¬ 
ning bronze in 
the women's 
100 -metre hur¬ 
dles in Beijing. 


Chantal Petitclerc won five gold medals, while breaking three 
world records, at the Paralympics in Beijing. She won the Lou 
Marsh Trophy for top Canadian athlete of the year. 


Right: The Philadel¬ 
phia Phillies won 
the World Series 
over the Tampa Bay 
Rays. Below: Calgary 
fans welcome home 
the Stampeders af¬ 
ter a Grey Cup victo¬ 
ry over Montreal. 


Beijing's dazzling Olympic opening ceremony served notice to the world. 







Top left: Usain Bolt dominated the track in 
Beijing. Top right: Kevin Garnett celebrates 
the Boston Celtics' first NBA title in 22 years. 
Left: Rafael Nadal 
collapses after 
winning a 
marathon seven- 
hour Wimbledon 
men’s final against 
Roger Federer, a vic¬ 
tory some call the 
greatest tennis 
match ever played. 

Right: Kris Draper 
hoists the Stanley Cup for 
the Detroit Red Wings. 



American Michael Phelps did what most people thought was impossible by claiming eight gold 
medals in the pool at the Beijing Olympics, breaking Mark Spitz’s long-standing record. Phelps 
now has 14 gold medals, the most of any Olympian ever and he plans on returning in 2012 . 
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Visit metronews.ca/movies to get 

showtimes, watch trailers and read reviews. 


Movies 


Cute and fluffy pg 23 



Don't expect anything but straightforward entertainment from the new release Marley and Me, says our critic. The film chroni¬ 
cles the mayhem wreaked by a lovable lab named Marley, and stars Jennifer Aniston, above, and Owen Wilson. 



Meryl Streep is at the centre 
of a stellar cast in Doubt. 



Singer-songwriter Leslie 
Feist plans some downtime. 



Alan Cross suggests what to 
buy with Christmas money. 
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Mark your calendars 

The 66th annual Golden Globe Awards will air on NBC on Sunday, Jan. 11, while the 15th annual 
SAG Awards will air live on Sunday, Jan. 25, on TNT and TBS. metro news services 


Movies 


©©©©© A CLASSIC; ©©©@ EXCELLENT; ©©© GOOD; ©<© FAIR; ® POOR 


No Doubt about it — stunning 



Meryl Streep and Philip Seymour Hoffman star in Doubt. 


GoldenG lobes 



Movies that take you beyond the mat 


Doubt 

Director: John Patrick Shanley 
Stars: Meryl Streep, Philip Sey- 
mour Hoffman _ 

Classification: PG 
Rating: ©©©© 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Meryl Streep could read 
the phone book on 
camera and make it com¬ 
pelling drama. So drop the 
legendary thespian in a 
Pulitzer Prize winning 
play adaptation and 
you’re almost guaranteed 
stunning cinema. 

Such is the case with 
Doubt, a slow-paced, but ex¬ 
cellent tale about a private 
Catholic school under a 
dark shadow of wrongdo¬ 
ing in 1964. 

Streep plays Sister Beauvi- 
er, the kind of strict princi¬ 
pal who outlaws ballpoint 
pens, cough drops and dis¬ 
misses Frosty the Snowman 
as a pagan song. After all, 
“He does come to life.” 

With one eye on her 
charges and the other on le- 


BEST ACTRESS (DRAMA): Meryl 
Streep (Doubt) 

• Doubt has five nominations 
in total. 

nient new pastor, Father 
Flynn (Philip Seymour Hoff¬ 
man), she warns her staff to 
be diligent. When an im¬ 
pressionable teacher (Amy 
Adams) notices odd behav¬ 
ior between Flynn and the 
school’s first African-Ameri¬ 
can pupil, Beauvier sets out 
to eject the priest regardless 
of evidence. 

Adapted from his own 
play, filmmaker John 
Patrick Shanley succeeds at 


creating one of the year’s 
most intimate, character- 
driven dramas ripe with 
tension and subtext. Rich 
with a moral complexity 
that provides a great 
amount of gravitas, it’s the 
film’s small, but stellar cast 
that circumnavigates this 
masterpiece. 

As mentioned, Streep is 
stunning and should nab 
her 15th Oscar nomination 
but one cannot overlook 


On the web 


• Doubt trailers, screen 
times and photos are avail¬ 
able at metronews.co/ 
movies 



-he great irony of 

good wrestling 
movies is that real, 
honest-to-God 
wrestlers rarely 
ever star in them. 

This week Mickey 
Rourlce gives a tour-de¬ 
force performance in The 
Wrestler as Randy the Ram, 
an over-the-hill wrestler; a 
once famous athlete capa¬ 
ble of packing Madison 
Square Gardens, now a 
raggedly collection of shin 
splits, aching bones and 
broken spirit that should 
earn him an Oscar nod. 

Aha, you say. Rourlce 
used to be a boxer. Isn’t 
that the same thing? Well, 
according to director Dar¬ 
ren Aronofsky not so 
much. 

“It’s easy to think it was 
easy for Mickey to do this 


because of his experience 
in the ring but I think it 
was twice as hard because 
he had to unlearn every¬ 
thing,” he said. “In boxing 
the whole game is to hide 
your emotions and moves. 

“When you do a punch 
in wrestling you want peo¬ 
ple in the bleachers to see 
it happening three minutes 
before it comes. So for 
Mickey to ham it up like 
that when he was taught to 
move as a boxer was a real 
challenge.” 

Rourlce is perfect for the 
role; his face looks like he’s 
been beaten up by an angiy 
plastic surgeon, and his 
slouching walk belies years 
of extreme physical abuse. 
But not all actors to play 
wrestling’s “faces” and 
“heels” have been so well 
cast. 

Flesh, a little known 
John Ford film from 1932, 
sees Wallace Beeiy — for¬ 
mer silent movie and musi¬ 
cal theater star — play a 
waiter-turned-wrestler who 
discovers his wife is having 
an affair. Even stranger 
casting than that was 
spindly Henry Winkler — 
The Fonz — as an unem¬ 


ployed actor who becomes 
a wrestling star in the com¬ 
edy The One and Only. 
Then there’s Blood & Guts 
a 1978 film which sees ag¬ 
ing wrestler Danny O'Neil, 
played by William Smith, 
wear a silver ten gallon top 
hat in the ring. 

To get the real deal on 
wrestling check out Be¬ 
yond the Mat, a documen- 
taiy from comedy writer 
and wrestling fan Barry 
Blaustien. His behind the 
scenes look at the pro cir¬ 
cuit and its stars works on 
an almost Shakespearean 
level, revealing the tragedy, 
rage, humor, violence, in¬ 
trigue, huclcsterism and re¬ 
al human stories of the 
sport. 

It’s a movie that should 
be placed alongside Pump¬ 
ing Iron and When We 
Were Kings as movies that 
uncover the private side of 
sports entertainment. We 
all know wrestling is fake, 
but after seeing Beyond the 
Mat it seems a little more 
real. 


Richard Crouse is the author of Son of the 
100 Best Movies You've Never Seen and 
film critic for (TV's Canada AM. 


"THE PERFECT FAMILY FILM!" 

MarkS. Allen, CBS/CW TV 


YOU LL LAUGH, YOU LL CRY, 
YOU'LL FALL IN LOVE WITH MARLEY! 

Jake Hamilton, KHOU-TV (CBS), Houston 



Owen Wilson Jennifer Aniston 

Marley & Me 


WONDERFUL! 

PAWS-ITIVELY 

PERFECT! 

Kara Mack, 

KPTV-TV, Portland 


"GREAT! 

PACKS AN 
EMOTIONAL 
PUNCH. 

Kevin Steincross, 

KTVI-TV, St. Louis 



www.marleyandmemovie.com 



NOW PLAYING! 


Check directory or log onto www.empiretheatres.com 
or www.tribute.ca for locations and showtimes 
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Golden Globe'Nominations _ 
- Best Picture,...- -1 


Best Director Best Actor < 


David Fincher 


Brad Pitt 


Best Screenplay 

st S o c ^ e by Eric Roth and Robin Swicord 

Screenplay £^0 R 0 th 


Best Original Score 

Alexandre Desplat 





TIME 

“A SPRAWLING, 
ENTHRALLING MOVIE. 

Opens a window onto our common mortality, 
where the very young and the very 
old are similarly dependent and the years 
in between are a precious gift.” 

- Richard Corliss 

E L L E 

“ONE OF THE BEST 
MOVIES OF THE DECADE. 

At once familiar and like nothing ever seen 
on screen before. The chemistry between Brad Pitt 
and Cate Blanchett is nothing short of glorious.” 


Newsweek 

“BRAD PITT GIVES 
ONE OF THE SUBTLEST MOST 
TOUCHING PERFORMANCES 
OF HIS CAREER. 

Lyrical, original, deeply felt.” 



CATE BLANC 



The Curious Case Of 

BENJAMIN BUTTON 


Mill 


I1J1H0NDJI 


WARNER BROS. PICTURES 


Kennedy/Marshall 


MATURETHEME 


niBi "HH IIS1LL "“Hill ill INIllll II Ell 
III Sill "“KB III "“Hill 0 % 


U STORY BY 

benjaminbutton.com SOUNDTRACK ALBUM 01 CONCORD RECORDS 


NOW PLAYING IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 
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And the Oscar goes to... 

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences will announce which films, actors and 
actresses are nominated for Oscars on the morning of Jan. 22. metro news services 
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Reel Time 


A CLASSIC; EXCELLENT; GOOD; FAIR; © POOR 


Marley and Me is purely entertainment 



Owen Wilson and Jennifer Aniston star in Marley and Me. 


Marley and Me 

Director: David Frankel _ 

Stars: Owen Wilson, Jennifer 
Aniston _ 

Classification: PG _ 

Rating: MM 


ROBYN YOUNG 

for Metro Canada 


Get out the tissues for 
Marley and Me: The film 
version has the same tear- 
jerking affects as the best¬ 
selling novel. 

For those not familiar 
with journalist John Gro¬ 
gan’s memoir chronicling 
his life with beloved Gold¬ 
en lab Marley, nothing 
much happens. It’s the sim¬ 
ple stoiy of a family and a 
dog and the everyday chal¬ 
lenges they face as they 
grow together. 

At the opening, Owen 
Wilson as Grogon has just 
married his sweetheart Jen¬ 
ny (Jennifer Aniston). They 
move from chilly Michigan 
to Florida where both land 
staff writing jobs at com¬ 
peting newspapers. Life is 


good as their careers take 
off but soon enough, John 
begins to woriy Jenny’s bio¬ 
logical clock might be tick¬ 
ing. 

Quintessential-bachelor 
buddy Sebastian (Grey’s 
Anatomy’s Eric Dane) sug¬ 
gests a puppy might be 
enough to quench her 
motherly desires and John 
surprises Jenny with a trip 
to a breeder where they fall 
in love with a “clearance 
puppy”. Marley is the one, 
chubby little sausage out of 
the pack whose price has 


been knocked down for 
reasons that soon become 
clear. 

He spends the next 14 
years tearing apart the 
house, peeing on the floor, 
scattering dog food every¬ 
where, chewing holes 
through the furniture, rip¬ 
ping down blinds and cur¬ 
tains, and generally wreak¬ 
ing havoc. When John is 
made columnist Marley’s 
antics provide years of fod¬ 
der and the story contin¬ 
ues, happily, with naughty 
but lovable Marley at the 


centre of it all as the couple 
adds three kids to their 
clan. 

Marley and Me fits into 
that rare category of flicks 
that exists purely for the 
purpose of entertainment. 
It stays away from gratu¬ 
itous violence and nudity; 
there are no vulgar jokes 


delivered simply for shock 
value; and complicated 
turns and twists are kept 
out of the straightforward 
plot. 

The conclusion is expect¬ 
ed but well-directed by 
David Frankel (The Devil 
Wears Prada) and the story 
wraps up as a touching 


love story between a man 
and his dog and the 14 
years they spend together. 

Aniston’s performance is 
predictable: she plays the 
same wife, girlfriend, 
friend she always has. But 
Wilson plays a charmingly 
domesticated version of his 
usual kooky characters. 



MESMERIZING! 

AN INTENSE, TOP-NOTCH THRILLER!' 

Jeffrey Lyons, NBC/REEL TALK 

this IS WHY YOU GO TO THE MOVIES!' 

Doug Meehan, FOX-TV 

TOM CRUISE 


VALKYRIE 

From the director of THE USUAL SUSPECTS and X-MEN 



$ , 


BASED ON THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY 

ia eke- nmnniiini “*»i m* 

ffl 2008 METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER STUDIOS INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. DISTRIBUTED BY MGM DISTRIBUTION CO. 

View the trailer and exclusive content at www.valkyrie.unitedartists.com 


NOW PLAYING ONLY IN THEATRES 



Experience The Funniest 

Comedy-Adventure Of The Season! 


“Fantastic family fun!” 

NETWO 

gNi 


Teri Hart - THE MOVIE NETWORK/FAMILY CHANNEL 

[• • ^ * 
^ a • •• 


disney.com/BedtimeStories 


ADAM SANDLER 

&Wr$)isi\)E0 

PICTURES PRESENTS* 

Bedtime 

Stories 


©DISNEY ENTERPRISES, INC. 


For Theatres and Showtimes: Check Local Listings or visit Disney.com/BedtimeStories 
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Visit metronews.ca/movies to get 

showtimes, watch trailers and read reviews. 


Screen Times 


THESE PAGES COVER MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRI., DEC. 26 TO THURS., JAN. 1. TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 


HALIFAX 

BAYERS LAKE 

190 Chain Lake Dr. ; Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

Australia (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 9 

Bedtime Stories (G) Dolby Stereo, No 
Passes, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:10-3:05-7- 
940 

Bolt (G) Dolby Stereo Fri-Thu 12:40-3:45-7-9:40 

The Curious Case of Benjamin But¬ 
ton (STC) Dolby Stereo, No Passes, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 12-12:30-4-430-8-8:30 

The Day the Earth Stood Still (PG) 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:10- 
3:20-7:15-10:05 

Doubt (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri- 
Thu 1-4-7:20-9:50 

Four Christmases (PG) Dolby Stereo, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri-Sun 12:25-3:10-635-9:40 Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Mon 12:25-3:10-9:40 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Tue-Thu 12:25- 
3:10-635-9:40 

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa (G) 

Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1235- 
330-630 

Marley & Me (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 12:25-1230-330-4-6:40-9:55 

Quantum of Solace (14) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 7-9:50 

The Reader (STC) Dolby Stereo Fri-Thu 
1230-335-7:05-9:55 

Seven Pounds (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Fri-Thu 12:25-330-6:50-10 

The Spirit (STC) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 12:40-335-7:05-10 



Jim Carrey stars as Carl in Yes Man, which is currently in theatres. 


Passes Fri-Mon 12:50-335-6:45-930 Stadium 
Seating Tue-Thu 12:50-335-6:45-930 

The Tale of Despereaux (G) Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 12:453-6:30 

Valkyrie (PG) Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1:10- 
3:50-6:50-930 

Yes Man (PG) Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri- 
Mon 1:15-3:45-6:40-9:15 Stadium Seating Tue- 
Thu 1:15-3:45-6:40-9:15 


DARTMOUTH 

DARTMOUTH 

650 Portland St., 902 - 434-4200 


Four Christmases (PG) Stereo Fri-Thu 

2:50-7:05-9:15 

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa (G) 

Stereo Fri-Thu 2:20 

Quantum of Solace (14) Stereo Fri-Tue 
6:40-9 Stereo Wed-Thu 6:40-9:20 

The Spirit (STC) Stereo Fri-Thu 2:40-6:55-930 

The Tale of Despereaux (G) Stereo Fri- 
Thu 230-6:50-9:05 

Twilight (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Tue 
2:10-630-9:05 

Valkyrie (PG) Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo 
Digital Fri-Thu 2-635-9:10 

Yes Man (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital Wed-Thu 

2:10-630-9 _ 

DARTMOUTH CROSSING 

145 Shubie Dr., Dartmouth Crossing 
902-481-3251 

Bedtime Stories (G) Dolby Stereo Digital, 
No Passes, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1-3:50-7-930 

Bolt in Disney Digital 3 D (G) Stadium 
Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Thu 1:15-4:10- 
7:05-9:40 


The Tale of Despereaux (G) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:20-3:20-6:35- 
9:20 


Twilight (PG) Dolby Stereo Fri-Thu 12:10- 
330-6:50-9:50 

Valkyrie (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 


Fri-Thu 12:053:25-6:45-10 

Yes Man (PG) Dolby Stereo, No Passes, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Fri-Sat 12:50-3:40-9:55 Dolby Stereo, 



No Passes, Stadium Seating Sun-Thu 12:50-3:40- 
7-9:55 

IMAX 

190 Chain Lake Dr., Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

The Day the Earth Stood Still: The 
IMAX Experience (PG) Dolby Stereo, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri-Thu 1-3:40-6:55-9:45 

OXFORD THEATRE 
6408 Quinpool Rd. 
902-423-7488 


Slumdog Millionaire (STC) Fri-Thu 2- 

630-930 _ 

PARK LANE 

5657 Spring Garden Rd. 
902-423-4860 


Bedtime Stories (G) Dolby Stereo, No 
Passes, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:50-3:10-7:10- 
940 

The Curious Case of Benjamin But¬ 
ton (STC) No Passes, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
12:20-3:50-730 

Marley & Me (PG) No Passes, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 12:10-3-6:45-9:20 

Milk (14) Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12303:20- 


6:20-9:10 

Seven Pounds (14) No Passes, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Sun 1-3:40-7-9:50 Stadium Seating 
Mon-Thu 1-3:40-7-9:50 

The Spirit (STC) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 1:10-4:10-7:20-10 

Valkyrie (PG) Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:40- 
330-6:40-930 

Yes Man (PG) No Passes, Stadium Seating Fri- 
Sun 1:20-4-630-9 Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 
1:20-4-630-9 


LOWER SACKVILLE 

LOWER SACKVILLE 

760 Sackville Dr., Downsview Plaza 
902-869-2022 


Bedtime Stories (G) Stadium Seating, No 
Passes Fri-Thu 12:453:10-7:15-9:45 

The Curious Case of Benjamin But¬ 
ton (STC) Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri-Thu 
1230-4-730 

The Day the Earth Stood Still (PG) 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 9:25 

Marley & Me (PG) Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
1-3:40-7-9:40 

Seven Pounds (14) Stadium Seating, No 


The Curious Case of Benjamin But¬ 
ton (STC) Dolby Stereo Digital, No Passes, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Fri-Thu 1230-4:15-8 

The Day the Earth Stood Still (PG) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No Passes, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 1:053:55-6:50-9:45 

Doubt (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 12:55-3:40-6:40-9:15 

Four Christmases (PG) Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1:40-430-7:20-9:50 

Marley & Me (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, No 
Passes, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:453 35-6:35- 
9:20 

Seven Pounds (14) No Passes, Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12303:25-630- 
930 

The Spirit (STC) Dolby Stereo Digital, No 
Passes, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:40-3:15-6:25- 
9:10 

The Tale of Despereaux (G) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 130- 
430-7:25-9:45 

Valkyrie (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 1:10-4-6:55-10 

Yes Man (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, No Passes, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 135-4:20-7:15-9:55 
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Kris 

Kristofferson 


After arriving in Nashville it wasn't long 
before Kris received acclaim and was 
hailed as one of America's most important 
voices, having penned such classics as 
"Me and Bobby McGee". Kris has now 
released his first studio album of new 
O material in 11 years. 

Tickets: $81.50 inc. HST and service charges 


Stay, Play & See a Show! 

Why not combine your night out with a stay in downtown Halifax? In addition 
to tickets to the event of your choice, receive a pair of FREE Coupon Packs, FREE 
Parking at the Casino and your hotel and $14.00 in Paradise Buffet Bucks is 
included in your package, based on double occupancy. 


• One night hotel stay 

• 2 for 1 show tickets* 

• Fun Casino Coupons 



Make the Holidays 
easy this year with 
Casino Nova Scotia 
Gift Certificates. 


Visit the Casino Cage to purchase 
your gift certificates today. 



Visit ambassatours.com for further details. 


MHh 

iiSfiim 

Supelfto vIT 


f 


Wirt. 



V 


Now until January 4th, 2009. 


Visit casinonovascotia.com for more exciting 
information on Casino Nova Scotia events. 





RESPONSIBLE 

GAMBLING 

It's your best bet 


1983 Upper Water Street, Halifax, NS B3J 3Y5 | (902)425-7777 


CASINO 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Where friends play! 


Catch all the action in The Harbourfront every Sunday. Join your friends, win 
great prizes, and catch every play on the big screen. Visit the gaming floor 
after the game and you could win your ticket into one of two slot tournaments 
qualifying you for a chance to win an all-inclusive trip for 2 to Superbowl XLIII 
in Tampa, Florida. Final tournament takes place on January 4th, 2009. 
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Games on 

Did you think the 2008 Olympics were history? On Saturday, NBC will broadcast Beijing Olympics Opening Ceremony: TV Event 
of the Year, a two-hour special hosted by Bob Costas and Matt Lauer, according to The Hollywood Reporter, tvguide.com 


It's time out for Feist 


“Six months, maybe more. I 
can’t rightly say how long 
I’m going to take. Hopefully 
at some point my laryngitis 
will go away.” 

Leslie Feist 


Singer says 
she hasn't 
stopped 
touring for 
six years 

BRIAN TOWIE 

brian.towie(a metronews.ca 


Feist is taking a well- 
deserved break from 
superstardom. After a six- 
year whirlwind that saw 
the folk singer-songwriter 
from Calgary rise to inter¬ 
national fame and 
acclaim, Leslie Feist plans 
on taking at least a half- 
year hiatus from music, 
letting her voice heal and 
regrouping for a possible 
third album. 

But it has been a hell of 
a blitz. In that time Feist 
released the Juno Award¬ 
winning Let It Die, which 
went platinum in Canada 


and gold in France, and 
The Reminder — a world¬ 
wide multi-platinum al¬ 
bum that was both a Juno 
winner and Grammy nom¬ 
inee. 

Single 1234 became 
ubiquitous on iPod com¬ 
mercials, shot to the top 
of many an international 
chart and was rated one of 
Time Magazine’s best 
songs of 2007. 

Add in a series of world 
tours, appearances on 
Sesame Street and The 
Colbert Report and you 
can see why a vacation 
might be justified. 

“Six months, maybe 
more. I can’t rightly say 
how long I’m going to 
take. Hopefully at some 
point my laryngitis will go 
away,” she laughs. 

“Fve been touring for 
six years and Let It Die 
just duck-tailed right into 
The Reminder, and we 
recorded The Reminder 
on tour and I just haven’t 
stopped. I just want to see 
what it’s like to cook and 
sleep in and stuff.” 


Yet Feist still works dur¬ 
ing her downtime, giving 
back to the community. 
She says this during a re¬ 
cent surprise appearance 
at a Toronto high school, 
when the school was pre¬ 
sented with a MusiCounts 
Band Aid musical instru¬ 
ment grant for more than 
$ 10 , 000 . 

“It’s really great to be 
able to come in and see a 
part of a community that I 
normally never get to 
see,” the sometime Bro¬ 
ken Social Scene member 
said. “This is really impor¬ 
tant stuff that goes on in a 
high school, and I can just 
vaguely remember how 


important it was when I 
was there.” 

In the meantime, you 
can get your Feist fix on 
Stephen Colbert’s holiday 
DVD A Colbert Christmas: 
The Greatest Gift Of All!, 
where she plays an angel 
taking the satirical pun¬ 
dit’s telephone call to 
God. 

“It was like getting in¬ 
vited back to the cool 
kids’ table at the cafeteria 
to be invited twice to Col¬ 
bert,” she said. 

“He’s amazing. He’s un¬ 
paralleled. He’s the best. I 
would do anything he 
asked, including putting 
on an angel costume.” 



Singer-songwriter Leslie Feist made a recent surprise appearance 
to present a high school with a MusiCounts Band Aid musical in¬ 
strument grant for over $10,000. 





GREAT PRICES ON DVDs FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

Prices available from December 16th to January 6th, 2009 while quantities last in Canada only. Prices may vary from store to store, 


WAL-MART 


We sell for less, every day!™ 


Available at 




VILLAGE ROADSHOW PICTURES 


Special Features Are Not MPAA-Rated and May Not Be Hi-Def or SDH. 

»2008 Forever in Blue, LLC. TM & © 2008 Lucasfilm Ltd. © 2008 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. 


BRIAN TOWIE/METRO CANADA 
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The naked truth 

Soap opera legend and Dancing with the Stars favorite Lisa Rinna is reportedly thinking about posing starkers for Playboy 
magazine. The 45 -year-old mother of two told Extra she may agree to appear in the magazine, metro news services 
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What to buy with that Christmas cash 

If you're going to indulge, you may as well go whole hog 


SoundCheck 


Alan 

11 

Cross 

m, 

alan@ongoinghistory.com 


From left, Let Sleeping Corpses Lie, a five-disc box set from White Zombie; the 50th anniversary edition of Miles Davis' Kind of Blue, which includes outtakes and a ver¬ 
sion of the album on blue vinyl; and The Gonzo Tapes: The Life and Work of Dr. Hunter S. Thompson, featuring six hours' worth of his recordings. 


S ince there’s a good 
chance that you’re 
reading this on 
your way to some 
kind of Boxing Day 
sale — the Canadian ver¬ 
sion of America’s Black Fri¬ 
day shopping orgy — it’s 
probably a good time to of¬ 
fer a list of ideas of where 
to invest Grandma’s 
Christmas money. 

For the undead metal fan: 

Although White Zombie 
was subsumed into leader 
Rob Zombie’s overall ambi¬ 
tions back in 1996, they’ve 
been resurrected (sorry) 
with a box set called Let 
Sleeping Corpses Lie, fea¬ 
turing five discs chroni¬ 
cling 64 studio recordings, 
10 live performances and 
nine videos. Expect to 
spend around $70. 

For the Mama Mia freak: 

For the life of me, I can’t 
understand the enduring 
appeal of ABBA but with 
400 million albums sold, 
who am I to judge? If 
you’re late to the party, the 
fastest way to catch up is 
with the nine-disc collec¬ 
tion called ABBA: The Al¬ 
bums. This means all eight 


studio albums plus anoth¬ 
er disc filled with B-sides 
and rarities. That’s anoth¬ 
er $70. 

For the wannabe jazz fan: 

Jazz is an acquired taste 
for many people, so those 
who want to get into the 
scene need to tread care¬ 
fully lest they be put off by 
the genre’s complexities 
and nuances. 

For my money, a great 
place to start is Miles 
Davis’ classic, Kind of Blue, 
the best-selling jazz record 
of all time. Recorded in 
just two sessions in the 
spring of 1959, its bril¬ 
liance is staggering. For 


$80, you get the 50th an¬ 
niversary edition featuring 
outtakes, a version of the 
album on blue vinyl, a 60- 
page book and nearly 90 
minutes of DVD footage. 

For the gonzo in all of us: 

Hunter S. Thompson may 
be gone, but while he was 
alive, he committed nearly 
eveiything to tape. Six 
hours of tequila-and-drugs 
stream-of-consciousness 
journalism is now available 
for $45 on The Gonzo 
Tapes: The Life and Work 
of Dr. Hunter S. Thompson. 

For the make-believe rock 
star: Guitar Hero has come 


out in six incarnations 
since it was launched in 
2005, which translates to 
22 million copies in the US 
alone. Then Rock Band 
upped the ante by intro¬ 
ducing microphones and 
drum kits, bringing fami¬ 


lies together in strange 
ways. Buying all the pe¬ 
ripheral gear can get ex¬ 
pensive, but with competi¬ 
tion fiercer than ever — 
and with some people pre¬ 
dicting that mania over 
music games has peaked 


— this might be the best 
time to buy in or upgrade. 
Things start at about $50. 


The Ongoing History of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read the 
daily Music Geek blog at ongoinghistory.com 







No Christmas exchanges will be accepted on the 27 th . 



We have two great locations to serve you: 

MIC MAC MALL 902.463.4045 REDKEN 

BEDFORD PLACE MALL 902.832.4247 5th avenue nyc 


WE OFFER PROFESSIONAL SERVICE IN: 

• Permanent Make-up (by consultation) • 

• Hair Services • Colour • Skin Care • Hair Removal • 

• Curly Hair Services • Hand & Foot Treatments • 
Specializing in Wedding, Proms and other special occasions. 


Gift Certificates Available • Walk-ins Welcome 


New Spa 
Opening Soon! 


Many thanks to our 
clients past and 
present for your 
loyalty 

We wish you all the 
best for 2009! 


5657 Spring Garden Road I 902.420.9530 
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Arnold cameo comeback? 

Rumours of a cameo by original Terminator Arnold Schwarzenegger in next year's sequel, Terminator Salvation, continue to 
swirl. When fan site The Arnold Fans asked the man himself, he responded, "You never know." metro news services 


Movies/Television 


Sorting the wheat from the chaff 


I nte lie Vision 



Rick 

McGinnis 


rick.mcginnis@ metronews.ca 


oolcing back on the 
year in television is 
hindered only 
slightly by the fact 

_— repeated almost 

monthly since I began 
writing this column four 
years ago — that I don’t 
really watch much televi¬ 
sion at all, if I can help it. 

Certainly, I don’t think I 
could bear writing about 
TV daily if I had to endure 
a steady diet of sitcoms, 
police procedurals, net¬ 
work reality program¬ 
ming and news every day. 

The truth is that I rarely 
spend much time in the 
single-digit and lower 
reaches of the double-dig¬ 
it dial, which probably 
makes me sound like the 
typical TV critic snob who 
proselytizes endlessly for 
shows like The Wire, 
Breaking Bad and Mad 
Men. 

That said, I’d be lying if 
I said that Mad Men 
wasn’t my favourite show, 
both this year and last, 
though even as I write 
this, I can anticipate the 
word “overrated” patter¬ 
ing back at me like hail 
on the roof of a ragtop. 

For all of the critical 
love the show gets, it’s 
rarely cracked two mil¬ 
lion in ratings, which 



Think you had a rough year? In 2008, a TV biopic forced Metro columnist Rick McGinnis to begin 
thinking of Baroness Margaret Thatcher, the former British prime minister, as a hottie. 


pretty much guarantees TV, which might actually ballcanized viewers have 
cancellation on network explain why increasingly found refuge on cable, 


“You’re probably going to 
completely write me off 
when I tell you that my 
favourite TV show all year 
was... (a) biopic on the 
young Margaret Thatcher.’’ 


where they might stand a 
chance of seeing two or 
even three seasons of 
their favourite show, or 
even seeing it come to a 
somewhat satisfying fi¬ 
nale at its creator’s be¬ 
hest. 

You might even think 
that I’m a huge snob if I 
tell you that I’m looking 
forward to digesting The 
Wire at my leisure now 
that I have the complete 
box set, and that I’m look¬ 
ing forward to doing the 
same with Breaking Bad 
when it arrives in the new 
year, around the same 
time as the new Battlestar 
Galactica set. 

Frankly, that’s the way I 
end up watching most 
new TV these days, when 
I’m not downloading it 
from filesharing net¬ 
works, or watching it on 
tiny VA by 2% inch win¬ 
dows on my computer. 

That’s how I ended up 
watching most of Archi¬ 
tecture School, a competi¬ 
tion/home makeover real¬ 
ity show produced by the 
Sundance Channel, and so 
far unavailable on the 
Documentary Channel, its 
natural home here. 


And you’re probably go¬ 
ing to completely write 
me off when I tell you 
that my favourite TV 
show all year was The 
Long Walk To Finchley, a 
90-minute biopic on the 
young Margaret Thatcher 
I caught by chance while 
flipping the channels late 
one night. 

Styled as a saucy, droll 
melodrama depicting the 
still-molten Iron Lady as a 
steely feminist battling 
the pooterish Tory party 
establishment to land a 
safe seat in parliament, it 
cast a palpably sexy young 
actress (Andrea Risebor- 
ough) as Thatcher, all 
husky alto, shapely legs 
and Bette Davis eyes. 

It was such a refreshing 
take on politics — all but 
unimaginable here in 
Canada, God knows why 
— and prompted an unan¬ 
ticipated new likelihood 
that I will, quite against 
my better judgment, be 
imagining Baroness 
Thatcher as a babe. Damn 
you, television! 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, movies, 
books and television, but not opera. 


Oscar documentary short list favours sodal issues 


Werner Herzog has just 
had his Antarctica-set 
documentary Encounters 
at the End of the World 
named to the Academy’s 
documentary feature 
category short list — the 
list from which the five 
Oscar nominees will be 
selected in January. 

But the legendary Ger¬ 
man director still isn’t 
sure why a reporter is call¬ 
ing him. 

“The short list is pleas¬ 
ant news, but it isn’t an 
event,” he says. “My pro¬ 
ducers and distributors 
are enjoying it. A nomina¬ 
tion — now, that always 
means something. But 
this is really a non-story, 
isn’t it?” 

Perhaps Herzog can af¬ 
ford to be blase. He’s been 
virtually ignored by the 
Academy throughout his 
long career, but this year, 


his South Pole odyssey — 
a personal film with an 
environmental con¬ 

science —may be the only 
picture on the 2008 Oscar 
documentaries short list 
to land firmly on both 
sides of the Academy’s 
perennial documentary 
divide. 

It’s a stereotype to say 
that Oscar rewards docu¬ 
mentaries that call atten¬ 
tion to important social is¬ 
sues, and privileges noble 
intentions and left-lean¬ 
ing political views over 
cinematic craft. 

But it’s also a stereotype 
with evidence to back it 
up. 

Of the 15 features the 
Academy’s documentary 
branch members are now 
being asked to screen over 
the holiday season, about 
10 could be described as 
social-issue films, with 


varying degrees of didac 
tic intent. 

Even within that cat ego 
ry, there’s 
tremendous 
variety: Fuel, 
a grassroots- 
marketed 
film about 
the biodiesel 
movement, 
has little in 
common 
with Stan¬ 
dard Operat¬ 
ing Proce¬ 
dure, 2004 
Oscar winner Errol Mor¬ 
ris’ ruminative explo¬ 
ration of the Abu Gharib 
detainee-abuse photo¬ 
graphs. (Whatever one 
makes of Morris’ films, 
they certainly don’t lack 
for artisanship.) 

Neither of those bears 
any similarity to Trouble 
the Water, a rip-roaring, 


“There seems to be 
this attitude that it 
doesn’t need to be 
a good film if it’s 
about an important 
subject — it auto¬ 
matically gets eight 
out of 10.’’ 

PaulSturtz 


rough-and-ready Sun¬ 
dance Award winner 
about a poor African- 
American 
couple sur¬ 
viving hurri¬ 
cane Katrina 
in New Or¬ 
leans’ Lower 
Ninth Ward. 

One can 
further di¬ 
vide the is¬ 
sue-oriented 
flicks into 
those that 
seem special¬ 
ly geared to the moment, 
in the vein of a recent Os¬ 
car winner featuring a for¬ 
mer vice-president, and 
those that tackle docu¬ 
mentary perennials like 
the death penalty (At the 
Death House Door from 
the Hoop Dreams (1994) 
team of Peter Gilbert and 
Steve James) or the Holo¬ 


caust (Blessed Is the 
Match: The Life and Death 
of Hannah Senesh). 

On this year’s list, Fuel 
was one film that seemed 
to come out of nowhere, 
but as director Josh Ticlc- 
ell observes, “Everybody 
wants to be part of the 
green energy movement 
now.” Ticlcell’s inexpen¬ 
sively made, microdistrib- 
uted film about turning 
grease and other waste 
products into diesel fuel 
no longer seems like a 
college-campus counter- 
cultural statement. 

With I.O.U.S.A., direc¬ 
tor Patrick Creadon’s mar¬ 
ket timing was even more 
uncanny. When he started 
making a movie about 
America’s debt crisis two 
years ago, people he 
talked to were baffled. 
“They’d tell me, ‘What a 
dreadful topic!”’ he says. 


“‘Why would you want to 
make that movie?”’ No¬ 
body asks those questions 
now. 

Not everyone in the doc¬ 
umentary world is happy 
to see the Oscar nomina¬ 
tion process used as a 
soapbox for issues of the 
week. 

“Documentary might be 
the most vital form in 
American film right now, 
and the Academy consis¬ 
tently ignores the best 
work and the most impor¬ 
tant trends,” says Paul 
Sturtz, co-director of the 
True/False Film Festival, a 
prestigious docs-only 
event in Columbia, Mo. 

“There seems to be this 
attitude that it doesn’t 
need to be a good film if 
it’s about an important 
subject — it automatically 
gets eight out of 10.” 

REUTERS 
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Feast day 

On the sixth day of Kwanzaa, Kuumba (creativity), there is a great feast or Karamu. Some favourite dishes of the Karamu are stewed 
snapper, Congo rice and peas, fried chicken, baked potato pie, corn bread, calaloo and vegetable ital stew, sectioimis.ca 



Food 


The basic Joloff Rice recipe (with bacon or ham in place of 
chicken) is identical to, and probably the origin of, a dish 
called Red Rice in the Southeastern United States (and 
usually called Spanish Rice on the rest of the continent). 


CONGOCOOKBOOK.COM 
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Dishing up a taste of Africa 


Get into the Kwanzaa spirit with a colourful chicken-and-rice entree 



Barb 

Holland 


metronews.ca/alacarte 


Ala carte 


Kwanzaa is a unique 
African-American celebra¬ 
tion with focus on the tra¬ 
ditional African values of 
family, community respon¬ 
sibility, commerce and 
self-improvement. Kwan¬ 
zaa is neither political nor 
religious and despite 
some misconceptions, is 
not a substitute for Christ¬ 
mas. It is simply a time of 
reaffirming African-Ameri¬ 
can people, their ancestors 
and culture. 

Kwanzaa, which means 
“first fruits of the harvest” 
in the African language 
Kiswahili, has gained 
tremendous acceptance. 
Since its founding in 1966 
by Dr. Maulana Karenga, 
Kwanzaa has come to be 
observed by millions of 
people worldwide. 

When establishing 
Kwanzaa in 1966, Dr. 
Karenga included an addi¬ 
tional “a” to the end of the 
spelling to reflect the dif¬ 
ference between the 
African American celebra¬ 
tion (Kwanzaa) and the 
Motherland spelling 
(kwanza). 

The seven-day celebra¬ 
tion from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1 
is based on the Nguzo Saba 
(seven guiding principles), 
one for each day of the ob¬ 
servance. 



Joloff Chicken and Rice is a colourful West African dish that’s often served on special occasions. 


Joloff Chicken and Rice 

Food is a part of any cele¬ 
bration. This well-known, 
colourful West African 
dish is often served on spe¬ 
cial occasions. I made this 
with parboiled (not in¬ 
stant) rice, but other long 
grain rice should work 
well. I did not find ground 
dried shrimps. Instead, add 
Vi tsp (2 ml) salt to the rice. 
Makes 6 servings. 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 6 skinless, boneless chick¬ 
en breasts 

• 2 garlic cloves, finely min¬ 
ced 

• 1 tsp (5 ml) dried thyme 
leaves 

• pinch each salt and pepper 


• 1 to 2 tbsp (15 -30 ml) veg¬ 
etable oil 

• 14 oz (398 ml) can diced 
tomatoes (or half a 28 
oz/796 ml) 

• 1 tbsp (15 ml) tomato 
paste 

• 1 onion, chopped 

• 2 cups (500 ml) chicken 
broth 

• 2 tbsp (30 ml) ground 
dried shrimps or crayfish 
(optional) 

• 1-1/2 cups (375 ml) long 
grain rice 

• 1 fresh green chilli, seeded 
and finely chopped 

• Fresh or dried thyme, to 
garnish 

METHOD: 


Rub chicken with garlic, 
thyme, salt and pepper. 
Heat 1 tbsp (15 ml) oil in a 
large saucepan or Dutch 
oven over medium-high 
heat. Cook chicken (in 
batches) until browned on 
both sides; transfer to a 
plate, adding more oil if 
needed. 

Add tomatoes, tomato 
paste and onion to pan. 
Cook over medium-high 
heat until tomatoes have 
thickened somewhat, 
about 5 minutes. Add 
broth and dried shrimps, if 
using, and bring to a boil. 

Measure out 1 cup (250 
ml) tomato cooking liquid. 
Add enough water to make 


3 cups (750 ml) and pour 
over rice in a separate 
saucepan (add salt). Bring 
rice mixture to a boil, re¬ 
duce heat and simmer un¬ 
til rice is tender and liquid 
is absorbed, 10 to 15 min¬ 
utes. Set aside, covered to 
keep warm. 

Meanwhile, add green 
chilli to remaining tomato 
cooking liquid. Add chick¬ 
en to pan, covering chick¬ 
en with sauce. Simmer un¬ 
til chicken is cooked 
through, about 15 min¬ 
utes. Transfer chicken 
pieces to a warm serving 
plate, cover to keep warm. 
Increase heat on sauce to 
high and cook until nicely 


thickened, about 5 min¬ 
utes. Serve chicken with 
rice and sauce. Garnish 
with thyme. 


Barb Holland is a professional home 
economist and food writer who believes in 
shopping locally and in season. 
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Metro’s Best Cartoons of 2008 








HE STARTED IT! 


THAT’S STILL 
MV SCAT 


1 WILL REMAIN AS 
LEADER TO ENSURE 
AN ORDERLY 
TRANSITION. 




























































Visit an authorized Bell and 
Aliant dealer: 



Priced like they fell off 
the back of a sleigh. 


Enjoy Bell’s best offers of the year. Here for a limited time only. 
Visit an authorized Bell and Aliant dealer • bell.ca 



3G BlackBerry® Curve™ 3G HTC Touch Dual™ 
8330 smarlphone 



3G HTC Touch™ 

$ o 


LG Rumour™ 

$ 0 


with a select $35 
voice and data plan 
on a 3-yr. term 1 
($549.95 no term) 


with a select $35 
voice and data plan 
on a 3-yr. term 1 
($399.95 no term) 


with a $100 Fun 
bundle discount 
on a 3-yr. term 2 
($349.95 no term) 


on a 3-yr. term 3 
($249.95 no term) 


PLUS GET: 

50% off rate plans for 3 months 3 
$50 in-store credit on accessories 4 



boxing week 
just got 
better 


AMHERST 

Aliant Store 
Amherst Centre Mall 

ANNAPOLIS ROYAL 
Annapolis Appliances Sales 
& Service Ltd. 

314 St. George St. 

ANTIGONISH 

DownEast Communications 
Antigonish Mall 

BEDFORD 
Aliant Stores 

85 Damascus Road, Unit 3 
Bedford Place Mall 
Sunnyside Mall 
DownEast Communications 
741 Bedford Hwy. 

BRIDGEWATER 
Aliant Store 
Bridgewater Mall 
Eastern Office Supplies 

136 Logan Rd. 

CHETICAMP 

Aucoin's 

14803 Cabot Trail Hwy. 

DARTMOUTH 

Aliant Business Solutions Store 
202 Brownlow Ave. 

Aliant Stores 
Penhorn Mall 
Mic Mac Mall 
Axis Mobility 
336 Windmill Road 
Atlantic Superstore 
650 Portland St. 

Nova Communications 
167 Trider Avenue 
Wacky Wheatley's 
122 Main St. 

DIGBY 

Peck Audiotronics 
163 Hwy. 303 

ELMSDALE 

DownEast Communications 
269 Hwy. 214 

FALL RIVER 

DownEast Communications 
Fall River Plaza 

GLACE BAY 
The Rolling Phones 
Peoples Mall 

GREENWOOD 
Aliant Store 
Greenwood Mall 

HALIFAX 
Aliant Stores 

Halifax Shopping Centre (upper and lower) 
Scotia Square 
201 Chain Lake Dr 
5475 Spring Garden Road 
CBCI Telecom 
380 Bedford Highway 
DownEast Communications 
Maritime Centre 
Scotia Square 
West End Mall 

Quarterback Communications 
102 Chain Lake Drive 
Wacky Wheatley's 
201 Chain Lake Dr. 

Wireless Wave 
7001 Mumford Rd 

LIVERPOOL 

MacPhersons 

137 Bristol Ave. 

LOWER SACKVILLE 
DownEast Communications 
Sobeys, 752 Sackville Dr. 

Atlantic Superstore, 

745 Sackville Dr. 

NEW GLASGOW 
Aliant Store 
Highland Square Mall 

NEW MINAS 
Aliant Store 
County Fair Mall 
Wacky Wheatley's 
8961 Commercial St. 

NORTH SYDNEY 
The Rolling Phones 
North Sydney Mall 

PORT HAWKSBURY 
The Rolling Phones 
Shediac Plaza 
Sobeys, 622 Reeves St. 

PORTER'S LAKE 
DownEast Communications 
5228 Hwy. 7 

SAULNIERVILLE 
Seashore Electronics/ 

The Source by CC 
Saulnierville Mall 

SHELBURNE 
Video Focus 
32 King St. 

SYDNEY 

The Rolling Phones 
Value Check Plaza 

SYDNEY RIVER 
The Rolling Phones 
Value Check Plaza 
TANTALL0N 

DownEast Communications 
Sobeys, Hubley Centre 

TRURO 
Aliant Store 
Truro Mall 

DownEast Communications 
Sobeys, 985 Prince St. 

Wacky Wheatley's 
188 Robie St. 

WINDSOR 

Windsor Home Hardware 
Fort Edward Mall 

YARMOUTH 
Aliant Store 
Yarmouth Mall 
Tri-Star Electronics 
88 Forest Street 


Also available at these retailers: 


Aliant) 



WHOLESALE 


DawvnEmst 

^ COMMUNICATIONS 


Wacky Wheatley’S^ 

AudioTRONic* 

for all the good stuff 


WIRELESS etc... ((NIRELESSNRVE)) 


Offer ends December 31,2008. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas. Other monthly fees, i.e., e9-1-1 (75c), system access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation ($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including 
foreign taxes) may apply outside your local area. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. (1) With new activation on a Smartphone Combo 35 plan or a monthly voice plan and a 
data feature with a total min. value of $45/mo. (2) With new activation on a monthly voice plan with a min. Fun 15 bundle. Rebate applies on device before taxes in-store, on the Web or on the account otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. You must keep the Fun bundle for 12 months after activation, otherwise 
a one-time data service price adjustment of $99 will be charged on your account. (3) With new activation on a 3-yr. contract on a monthly voice plan. (4) With new activation on a 3-yr. contract on a monthly voice plan. Rebate applies on accessories before taxes in-store, on the Web or on the account 
otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. HTC Touch and Touch Dual are 
trademarks of HTC Corporation in Canada. Rumour is a trademark of LG Electronics Inc. 






























GET CASH UP TO 


<S> HYunDm 


$ 3000 «®0 


% PURCHASE 

FINANCING 0 _ 

ON SELECT EH i'll! 
’09 MODELS 


$ 


0 


DOWN 
PAYMENT 

ON 2009 LEASES 


NOW THAT’S | SMART] . 



2009 SANTA FE 2.L GL 




GET $1500 CASH PLUS 

OR LEASE WITH 

NO MONEY DOWN, 

Q # PURCHASE 

■ l"/l| FINANCING 

■ ■ #U FOR 48 MOS.° 

D&D INCLUDED 

*362 

per mo./60 mos. 

V 

Monthly payment shown includes $1,500 Cash. ¥ 


Limited model shown 



Limited model shown 



GL with Sport Package 
model shown 



2009 SONATA GL 


2009 ELANTRA L 


2009 TUCSON L 


GET $1000 CASH PLUS 

o% 


PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 60 MOS.° 


OR LEASE WITH 

NO MONEY DOWN, D&D INCLUDED 


$ 291 


** 


per mo./60 mos. 

Monthly payment shown includes $1,000 Cash. ¥ 


GET $1000 CASH PLUS 

0 % 


PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 36 MOS.° 


2009 ACCENT L 3 DR 

Cash Purchase Price 

* 9,995 

* 3,600 Cash Purchase Adjustment 


J V 


OR LEASE WITH 

NO MONEY DOWN, D&D INCLUDED 

*199 

per mo./60 mos. 

Monthly payment shown includes $1,000 Cash. ¥ 


GET $1000 CASH PLUS 

0 % 


PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 36 MOS. 0 


J V 


OR LEASE WITH 

NO MONEY DOWN, D&D INCLUDED 

*296 

per mo./60 mos. 

Monthly payment shown includes $1,000 Cash. ¥ 



l 



Accent. 

“Most Dependable 
Sub-Compact 
Car in the U.S.” 

-J.D. POWER AND ASSOCIATES u 


THE PRICE OF DEPENDABILITY 
IS SURPRISINGLY AFFORDABLE. 


GL Sport model shown 


THE SMART PLACE TO SHOP. 


5 YEAR 

WARRANTY 


Find your local dealer at 
www.hyundaicanada.com 


COMPREHENSIVE LIMITED WARRANTY™ 


Atlantic 

HYuncini 

Dealers 


.IW 


<§ o-®.=; 

















































